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Executive Summary 

The Martha's Vineyard Land Bank Commission purchased the 18 acres of Featherstone Farm on 

August 9, 1996 for $200,000. Featherstone Farm is found on Barnes Road in the Town of Oak Bluffs, 

Massachusetts. Its purchase conserved open space in Oak Bluffs, Martha's Vineyard's most heavily 

developed town. At the same time, the Meetinghouse of Martha's Vineyard, Inc., a non-profit arts 

organization, bought the interior six acres of the farm, including all the buildings. Meetinghouse has 

since converted barns and buildings into Featherstone Meetinghouse for the Arts. 

 
Deeds and historical aerial photographs demonstrate that Featherstone Farm and the surrounding area 

had long been woodland and pasture. The assemblage of lots which comprise Featherstone Farm 

today were pieced together by various people in various purchases over the last century. Prior to its 

purchase by the Land Bank and Meetinghouse, Featherstone was a horse farm. Remnants of this 

use are everywhere on the property- wire fencing, the splintered remains of a grandstand, even stones 

marking the horses' graves. 

 
Land Bank staff has studied the natural communities of Featherstone Farm through four seasons. The 

plan which follows presents and analyzes the results of this year-long inventory. This body of 

knowledge is the foundation upon which sound land management decisions rest. 

 
Featherstone Farm consists of four natural communities: pitch pine, white oak, and black oak 

woodlands, and pasture. Species identified on the property are typical for these communities. No 

endangered species were found; no wetlands are present. 

 
A number of uses are proposed for Featherstone Farm. Among them are: lease of agricultural land 

for pasture, maintenance of existing trails, establishment of new trails and connections to other trails, 

removal of old lumber and fencing, and policing and administration of the land. These and other uses 

are discussed in detail in the Land Management Planning section of this plan. 
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Map 1: Site Management Map  

Featherstone Farm, Oak Bluffs, MA 
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Introduction 
 
Featherstone Farm is an 18-acre property located on Barnes Road in the Town of Oak Bluffs, 
Massachusetts. From the pasture on Barnes Road, the fields and forests of Featherstone 
slope gently upward and eastward, past farmhouse, stable, coop, and barn, through pasture 
and orchard, beyond the remains of a show ring and grandstand, up to the Chaise Road 
ancient way. Featherstone Farm extends south into oak woodlands and is bordered by Webb's 
Campground to the north and the southern woodlands of Oak Bluffs to the east. Bounded and 
crisscrossed by ancient ways and old roads, its permanent conservation keeps forever open 
trails, fields, and woods in this most heavily developed Martha's Vineyard town. 
 
These 18 acres support 145 species of plants from 48 families. Four plant communities have 
been identified: white oak, black oak, and pitch pine woodlands, and agricultural pasture. 
Featherstone's natural history of disturbance has invited a somewhat large number of plants 
for a relatively small piece of property. Closed canopies and open fields combine to provide 
feeding and nesting habitat for a variety of birds, as well. 
 
The Martha's Vineyard Land Bank Commission bought Featherstone Farm from William H. Y. 
Stevens in 1996 for $200,000. At the same time, The Meetinghouse of Martha's Vineyard, Inc. 
bought the interior six acres, complete with buildings, to become Featherstone Meetinghouse 
for the Arts. At purchase, the Land Bank Commission drafted a set of preliminary management 
goals for Featherstone Farm, addressing nature conservation, agriculture, recreation, and the 
administration of the property. 
 
The final section of this management plan outlines the strategy to achieve these goals. The 
prior sections, however, will present in text, map, and table, the information gathered by Land 
Bank staff about Featherstone Farm. Before the plan can be put into effect, the Oak Bluffs 
Town Advisory Board must hold a public hearing and it, the Land Bank Commission, and the 
Executive Office of Environmental Affairs of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts each must 
review and approve the plan. 
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I. Natural Resource Inventory 

A. Physical Characteristics 
1. Locus 

Featherstone Farm is situated at roughly 41°25' north latitude and 70°36' west 

longitude, in the Town of Oak Bluffs, Dukes County, Massachusetts. Locus Map 

1 is a section of the U.S.G.S. Vineyard Haven quadrangle topographical map for 

the area (U.S.G.S. 1972), the shaded area being Featherstone Farm. Barnes 

Road forms Featherstone's westernmost boundary and the Chaise Road cartpath 

the easternmost, while the Old Road to Oak Bluffs, a cartpath, bisects the 

property. Locus Map II is a compilation of several Oak Bluffs assessor's maps, 

the shaded lot being Featherstone Farm. Following these maps are two Aerial 

Photographs taken in April 1996 (Col-East 1996). One shows the general area 

and one is a close­up. 

 
2. Base Map 

The Base Map presents basic information about Featherstone Farm: 
boundaries, roads, trails, buildings, fences, parking lots, etc. It is composed from 
surveys, photographs, and direct observations. 

 
3. Survey Plan 

The Land Bank and Meetinghouse properties were mapped by Schofield, Barbini 

and Hoehn on March 27, 1996, and revised on May 9, 1996. This is shown on a 

plan entitled "Plan of Land in Oak Bluffs, Mass. Prepared for Meetinghouse of 

Martha's Vineyard, Inc. and Martha's Vineyard Land Bank Commission, May 1996, 

Scale lin.= 80 ft. Schofield, Barbini and Hoehn, Inc." (on record at the Dukes 

County Registry of Deeds as Oak Bluffs Case File No. 327). The Survey Map 

follows. 

 
4. Geology and Soils 

Featherstone Farm lies on glacial outwash atop Martha's Vineyard moraine (Soil 

Conservation Service ("SCS") 1986). (See accompanying Geology Map.) 

Martha's Vineyard itself is the terminal moraine of the Wisconsin ice sheet. Twenty-

five thousand years ago, the Wisconsin ice sheet had reached as far south as it 

could go. Martha's Vineyard is here today because at this site, climate was such 

that the glacier melted as fast as it advanced. Moraine is formed in much the same 

way that snow plowed onto the roadside in April leaves behind mounds of road 

sand as it melts. As the glacier plowed across New England, it scraped up sand, 

gravel, stones and debris as it advanced. Upon reaching the location of Martha's 

Vineyard (and Featherstone Farm), the ice melted and left the debris - the 

moraine - behind. 
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Outwash is something different. As the climate continued to warm, the ice melted 

faster, forming streams laden with debris, rushing toward the ocean. Clay particles 

are minute and can be carried in suspension by all but the most placid currents. 

But sand and gravel are bigger and heavier, and only rapidly moving water can 

move them. So, sand and gravel tumbled along in fast-flowing meltwater streams. 

But just as a river widens at its mouth, these meltwater channels widened as they 

approached the ocean. As the channel spread the stream slowed, and the 

meltwater released its sand and gravel. The sand and gravel fell to the bottom to 

form outwash, the dry, porous soil which lies atop the moraine at Featherstone and 

forms the broad, sandy plains extending south across Martha's Vineyard to the 

sea. 

 

Featherstone's sandy soil is not the Vineyard's best. In fact, only a sliver of the land 

contains Riverhead sandy loam, one of eight soils deemed prime farmland for Dukes 

County (SCS 1986). Most of Featherstone's soil (16.2 acres) is Carver loamy coarse 

sand, of which Featherstone has two varieties: one on 3-8% slopes and the other on 

8-15% slopes. The Soil Conservation Service (1986) describes Carver loamy coarse 

sand as a very deep, excessively drained soil found on outwash plains and terminal 

moraines. Because of their draughtiness, both Carver soils are described as poorly 

suited to cultivated crops, hay, pasture, and woodland. On the gently sloping lands, 

however, the right mix of manure, compost, pasture rotation, and proper plants can 

retain water and make the soil more productive. And in the woods, thinning crowded 

stands of competing trees can boost the woodlot's productivity (SCS 1986). Carver 

soils pose moderate limitations for trail development, owing to their sandiness (SCS 

1986). 

 
Riverhead sandy loam occupies about 1.8 acres of the southern section of 

Featherstone Farm (see Soils Map). The Soil Conservation Service (1986) 

characterizes Riverhead sandy loam as "very deep, nearly level, and well drained." It 

is a prime farmland soil, though at Featherstone Farm it grows only trees. Riverhead 

has a site index of 50 for white oak, meaning that in 50 years a white oak growing on 

Riverhead soil will reach a height of 50 feet. Riverhead soils pose slight restrictions 

for recreational development (SCS 1986). Soil Conservation Service descriptions of 

these soils are included as Appendix G to this plan. 

 
In 1983, William Wilcox, County Extension Agent for Dukes County, prepared a Soil 

and Water Conservation Plan for Featherstone Farm. It is included as Appendix F to 

this plan. Besides detailed soil information, it contains specific recommendations and 

guidelines for agricultural uses of Featherstone Farm. Wilcox plans for pasture 

management, manure spreading, water diversion, forest stand thinning, liming, and 

planting appropriate grasses and forage, among other things. It will be provided to any 

lessees of the farmland. 

 
Since glaciation, the most significant geological event at Featherstone Farm occurred 

in the 1950's. In 1956, Mary Guerin sold the front field along Barnes Road to Goodale 

Construction Company (Deeds 232/3). Over the next three years, Goodale removed 

the topsoil, and sold the stripped field to Sidney and Elsie Hudson in 1959 (Stevens 

1998; Deeds 232/516). Wilcox (1983) addressed this matter in his report, and the 
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Stevens family added lime and manure to replenish the soil. Some of the grasses found 

in the field are those recommended by Wilcox to plant, evidence that the Stevens 

family followed his advice. 

 

 

 

5. Hydrology 

There are no wetlands on Featherstone Farm; consequently, no hydrology map is 

included. However, conservation of these 18 acres protects groundwater aquifers in 

Oak Bluffs. Featherstone Farm also lies in the watershed of Lagoon Pond, a 

productive shellfish pond. 

 

6. Ecological Processes  

The main ecological communities at Featherstone Farm are pitch pine, black oak, and 

white oak woodlands, and pasture. The stand of pitch pines at the eastern end of the 

property exemplifies pitch pine's ability to grow on barren, sterile soil. In what was once 

a horse ring are patches of sand, utterly bare save for a few tiny pitch pines. Its ability 

to grow on a droughty, sterile, sandy substrate has made pitch pine the dominant tree 

on Martha's Vineyard and Cape Cod. Pitch pine is a pioneer, the first tree to colonize 

bare mineral soil, giving it an early advantage over its competition. Hardy and tough, 

pitch pine withstands drought, wind, and fire. A deep taproot absorbs all the available 

water the sand will release and anchors the tree against howling gales. Its thick bark 

protects it from all but intense fires. Indeed, pitch pine is so fire-adapted it uses even 

severe fires to its advantage. Some of its cones are serotinous - meaning they stay 

sealed shut for years, and will only open and release their seeds when burned. Thus, 

pitch pine can not only exploit mineral seedbeds resulting from severe fires, it will be 

the first plant to do so. 

 
Much of the pitch pine stand is beyond the early stage of colonization and has moved 

into the "stem exclusion" stage (Larson 1991). In this phase in forest stand 

development, competition between young trees for light and water is intense. In pine 

stands, stem exclusion is characterized by dense stands of closely spaced trees with 

dying lower limbs. Little light penetrates the closed canopy; the dead branches 

penetrate the darkness below. This is evident to anyone from walking from the 

Meetinghouse parcel to the Chaise Road. The stem exclusion stage is the appropriate 

time in the growth of a forest to help the better trees by thinning out the weaker ones. 

 
Perhaps the most interesting tree of Featherstone Farm's black and white oak 

woodlands is the American beech. American beech competes for stand dominance in 

an entirely different manner than pitch pine. Where fire-adapted pitch pine demands 

sunlight and thrives on poor soil, American beech does the opposite. It succumbs to 

fire, is site-sensitive, and is very tolerant of shade. The thin, gray, elephantine bark 

makes beech extremely susceptible to fire. The presence of beech indicates the 

absence of fire. At Featherstone Farm, beech grows in small groves, generally along 

footpaths and deer trails. Its trailside location indicates that seeds may have been 

spread by animals which ate the beech nuts and traveled on the trails. 

 
The outstanding trait of American beech is its shade-tolerance. Stretching from 

forest floor to canopy heights, beech leaves cast shade so deep that nothing grows 
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beneath them - nothing but beech, that is. Many groves exhibit a form where one 

large, central beech tree is surrounded by many saplings. These saplings are "root 

suckers" - small trees sprouting from the roots of the central tree. The whole grove, in 

fact, is a single tree. These diminutive beeches simply stay in the understory, in the 

shade of overtopping oaks. There they persist, suppressed for years. They await the  

death of taller trees and the resulting gap in the canopy. In the meantime, beech 

casts shade so deep that other trees cannot regenerate. When a taller oak 

succumbs to insect attack, a logger's saw, disease, wind, anything but fire, the beech 

rises up to assume that place in the forest canopy. Whereas the competitive strategy 

of pitch pine is to leap ahead of the pack, the strategy of beech is to lurk in the 

shadows and wait. 

 
Human influences - soil stripping and firewood cutting - have also driven the ecological 

processes underway at Featherstone Farm. Deeds from 1889, 1855, and 1843 refer 

to the property as "woodland" and "wood and pasture land" (Deeds 82/310; 36/501; 

29/237). Oak Bluffs residents would cut firewood on five-acre parcels at Featherstone 

Farm and the adjacent woodlands (Stevens 1998). Aerial photographs from 1938 

confirm that the wooded sections of Featherstone Farm were wooded then, as well. 

The form of many oaks - several sprouts from a single stump - bears testament to 

the "coppice cutting" done in this region. Coppice cutting is a type of forest 

management where harvested oak stands regenerate from stump sprouting, rather 

than acorns. It is an ancient and excellent way of managing a stand for firewood. 

 
As discussed earlier, Featherstone's front pasture suffered the loss of its topsoil in 

the late 1950's. The site is revegetating both naturally and from the help of the 

Stevens family. Growing in the field are such plants as little bluestem, beadgrass, 

and sand flatsedge, along with the fescues, redtop, ryegrass, timothy, and clovers 

William Wilcox recommended planting. The site had been used as horse pasture 

for decades prior to its acquisition by the Land Bank. Horse manure has helped 

improve soil conditions, and continued use of this field as pasture would be a 

welcome use. 

 
All of Featherstone Farm has been altered by its equine, avian, porcine, canine, 

and human inhabitants, but no area more so than the northeastern corner of the 

property along the Chaise Road. Here had been a show ring complete with 

grandstand. Trampling hooves scoured the earth then, and much of the land is 

barren still. Pitch pines are slowly colonizing the old ring. Piles of lumber and 

patches of sand are all that remains of the grandstand and ring. 

 
 
 
 



FEATHERSTONE FARM MANAGEMENT PLAN  12 
 

[Type here] 

 

Map 2: Locus Map 1  

Featherstone Farm, Oak Bluffs, MA 
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Map 3: Locus Map 2  

Featherstone Farm, Oak Bluffs, MA 
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Map 4: Geology Map  

Featherstone Farm, Oak Bluffs, MA 
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Map 5: Base Map 

Featherstone Farm, Oak Bluffs, MA 
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Map 6: Soils Map  

Featherstone Farm, Oak Bluffs, MA 

 



FEATHERSTONE FARM MANAGEMENT PLAN  17 
 

[Type here] 

 

 
 

Map 7: Topography Map 

Featherstone Farm, Oak Bluffs, MA 
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Figure 1: Aerial Photograph 1  

April 16, 1996  

Featherstone Farm, Oak Bluffs, MA 
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Figure 2: Aerial Photograph 2 (Close-up) 

April 16 1996  

Featherstone Farm, Oak Bluffs, MA 
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Figure 3: Survey Plan, Plan of Land  

Featherstone Farm, Oak Bluffs, MA 
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B. Biological Characteristics 
1. Vegetation 

A census of the flora of Featherstone Farm revealed 145 plant species in 48 families, and 
two lichen species. This is a moderately high floral diversity for a property of 18 acres. 
This species diversity is due in most part to the relatively high levels of disturbance that 
have occurred in Featherstone Farm's woodlands, and to the high number of naturalized 
species that occur in the pasturelands. Four vegetation communities occur at 
Featherstone Farm. Table 1 summarizes the extent of each type, as well as the number 
of species found within each community and the number of species that occur on the 
property within only a single community type (i.e. a unique species). Although these 
community types generally reflect the history of land-use and underlying soil conditions 
present on and around the property, they also intergrade to some degree, and in places a 
single "community type" is difficult to apply. Upland communities cover the entire 18 acres, 
and include white oak woodland, black oak woodland, pitch pine woodland, and pastures. 
No wetlands are found at Featherstone Farm. The Vegetation Communities Map details 
the geographic extent of each community, as well as its relationship to local topography. 
 
 

Table 1. Vegetation Communities at Featherstone Farm 

Vegetation Community acreage % property # species 
% unique 
species 

white oak woodland 7.6 42 43 9% (4) 

black oak woodland 2.6 15 69 16% (11) 

pitch pine woodland & heath 
opening 

4.5 25 68 22% (15) 

pastures 3.3 18 71 62% (44) 

Total 18.0 100 147 50% (74) 
 

 
 
A full botanical list for the property, entitled "Flora of Featherstone Farm, Oak Bluffs, MA" 
is presented in Table 2. It includes information on the abundance of all 147 species 
recorded on the property to date. Presentation is alphabetical by scientific name as in 
Gleason and Cronquist, 1991. Accompanying each scientific name is a frequently used 
common name and the morphological type. The possible morphological types include: 
tree, shrub, vine, herb, graminoid, fern, moss, and lichen. An overview of the number of 
species found within each vegetation community is also presented, along with a 
description of the season in which the plant species was observed in a survey. 
 
 
 
 



FEATHERSTONE FARM MANAGEMENT PLAN  22 
 

[Type here] 

 

The white oak woodland community covers 7.6 acres, or 42 percent of the property's 
total acreage, and occurs on Carver loamy coarse sand and Riverhead sandy loam 
soils. This woodland has a closed canopy dominated by white and black oaks, which 
cover an average of 51 % and 39% of sample plot area, respectively. The average 
height of the stand is thirty-three feet, with a range of fifteen to forty-two feet. Many of 
the white oaks have been previously cut for firewood, with up to half a dozen small 
trunks growing today in a circle around any one stump.  

 
Only small openings occur in this woodland, where narrow foot-paths are maintained 
through regular use by white-tailed deer and nearby residents. Since few openings occur 
in this woodland, it has a fairly low plant diversity, with only a few species each of 
understory trees, shrubs, and herbaceous plants. Much of the diversity comes from 
species growing along the edges of this woodland, where more light penetrates through 
breaks in the tree canopy. There are a total of forty-three species identified in this 
community.  
 
This woodland's overstory is composed mostly of white oak (Quercus alba), with a 
secondary dominance of black oak (Q. velutina). Small stands of 30 foot tall American 
beech occur along the Old Road to Oak Bluffs and smaller trails, and scattered mature 
pitch pines (Pinus rigida) are found rarely. Common understory tree seedlings include 
black cherry (Prunus serotina), black oak, scrub oak (Q. ilicifolia), and american beech 
(Fagus grandifolia).  
 
This woodland has a dense 2-4' tall shrub layer dominated by the ericaceous shrubs 
dangle berry (Gaylussacia frondosa) and late lowbush blueberry (Vaccinium pallidum), 
which cover an average of 88% and 34% of the understory, respectively. Other shrubs 
less commonly present in the understory include highbush blueberry (V. corymbosum), 
lowbush blueberry (V. angustifolium), shadbush (Amelanchier species), and black 
huckleberry (G. baccata).  
 
The most abundant herbaceous plant in the understory is bracken fern (Pteridium 
aquilinum), with an average cover of 13%. Other common herbs, vines and graminoids 
are lady's slipper (Cypripedium acaule), indian pipes (Monotropa uniflora), pennsylvania 
sedge (Carex pensylvanica), common greenbrier (Smilax rotundifolia), trailing arbutus 
(Epigaea repens), and pinesap (Monotropahypopithys), each covering less than 1 % on 
average of a sample plot. Other less common plants include haircap moss (Polytrichum 
cf. juniperinum), pincushion moss (Leucobryum glaucum) - usually growing at the base 
of white oaks, wild sarsaparilla (Aralia nudicaulis), and wintergreen (Gaultheria 
procumbens). Many of the less common members are represented in Table 2, "Flora of 
Featherstone Farm, Oak Bluffs, MA.”  
 
The black oak woodland community covers 2.6 acres, or 15 percent of the property's 
total acreage, and occurs on Carver loamy coarse sand soils. This woodland has a 
closed canopy dominated by black oak, with an average canopy cover of 88% in sample 
plots. The average height of the stand is thirty-four feet, with a range of ten to forty-eight 
feet. This woodland has a very open understory and a sparse groundcover, due in part 
to a history of recent grazing by horses. Twenty-foot tall pitch pines occurred in one fifth 
of the sample plots, reflecting this history of disturbance. As in the white oak woodland, 
30 foot tall american beech occur along woodland path edges, and black cherry, black 
oak, and scrub oak occur as seedlings. Although similar tree species occur here as in  
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the white oak woodland, their size structure and dominance are very different. White 
oaks occur rarely in the canopy and subcanopy, but are commonly found as seedlings 
and saplings in the groundcover layer. The more recent history of disturbance and 
sparser shrub cover has resulted in a higher diversity of herbs and grasses in the 
groundcover of this woodland than is found in the white oak woodland, whose 
groundcover is dominated by a few clonal, ericaceous shrub species. There are a total of 
sixty-nine species identified in this community.  
 
This woodland's overstory is composed almost entirely of black oak trees, with a sparse 
subcanopy of pitch pine, white oak, and american beech. Other common understory 
trees include post oak (Quercus stellata), black cherry and scrub oak. Regenerating tree 
seedlings are common, and many are now entering the sapling size class, as they 
probably have greater survival rates now that horse grazing has ceased. Two to six foot 
tall black oak saplings are common, as are one foot tall american beech seedlings. 

 
This woodland has a sparse but diverse 2-6' tall shrub layer composed of a number of 
shrub and vine species. The ericaceous shrubs late lowbush blueberry, dangleberry, and 
bayberry dominate the shrub layer, covering an average of 37%, 32%, and 7% of the 
understory, respectively. The most abundant vine is poison ivy (Toxicodendron 
radicans), covering an average of 4% of study plot area. Other common shrubs and 
vines commonly found scattered in the understory include lowbush blueberry, 
wintergreen, pasture rose (Rosa carolina), highbush blueberry, prickly and bristly 
dewberries (Rubus flagellaris and R. hispidus), shadbush, black chokeberry (Aronia 
melanocarpa), and black huckleberry.  
 
The most abundant herbaceous plants in the understory are bracken fern, with an 
average cover of 4%, and field sorrel (Rumex acetosella), with an average groundcover 
of less than 1 %. Common herbs, graminoids, and mosses include orchard grass 
(Dactylis glomerata), pincushion moss, striped wintergreen (Chimaphila maculata), wild 
sarsaparilla, pennsylvania sedge, broomsedge (Andropogon virginicus var. virginicus), 
swan's sedge (Carex swanii), hair cap moss (Polytrichum cf. juniperinum), sheep fescue 
(Festuca ovina), sweet vernal grass (Anthoxanthum odoratum), lady's slipper, and 
rough-stemmed goldenrod (Solidago rugosa). Growing sparsely in clumps on the ground 
is a reindeer lichen, or Cladonia species. Other less common plants include cow-wheat 
(Melampyrum lineare), indian pipes, and little bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium). 
Many of the less common members are represented in Table 2, "Flora of Featherstone 
Farm, Oak Bluffs, MA."  
 
The pitch pine woodland community covers 4.5 acres, or 25 percent of the property's 
total area, and occurs on Carver loamy coarse sand soils. This woodland has a closed 
canopy dominated by pitch pine and black oak, which cover an average of 68% and 32% 
of sample plot area, respectively. The average height of the pitch pine stand is thirty-five 
feet, with a range of fifteen to forty-one feet, while the black oaks average twenty-two 
feet in height, with a range of ten to thirty-five feet. The density and height of the pitch 
pines is variable, and directly relates to the land use history. Areas that were used for 
pasturing horses or were cleared for a dressage ring and spectator stands now exist in 
varying stages of pitch pine regeneration, including an almost bare sandy clearing, an 
opening covered with heath and scattered young pitch pine saplings, and a dense stand 
of twelve foot tall pines. This pitch pine woodland generally has a sparse groundcover 
dominated by low ericaceous shrubs, sedges, herbaceous plants and vines. There are a 
total of sixty-eight plant species in this community.  
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This woodland's overstory is composed mostly of pitch pine trees, with a black oak 
subcanopy. Other understory trees found commonly as seedlings or saplings include 
white oak, american beech, scrub oak and black cherry. This woodland has a sparse 2-
4' tall shrub layer composed of a number of shrub and vine species. The ericaceous 
shrubs late lowbush blueberry and bayberry dominate the shrub layer, covering an 
average of 7% and 9% of the understory, respectively. The most abundant vine is poison 
ivy, covering an average of 1 % of study plot area. Other shrubs and vines commonly 
found scattered in the understory include prickly dewberry, common blackberry, lowbush 
blueberry, and shadbush. The groundcover is composed of herbaceous and graminoid 
plants as well as mosses, the most abundant of which are pennsylvania sedge, haircap 
moss, striped wintergreen, trailing arbutus, sheep fescue, wild indigo, and indian pipes. 
Other common plants include broomsedge, black huckleberry, japanese honeysuckle 
(Lonicera japonica), and bracken fern. Others less common include sweet vernal grass, 
oriental bittersweet (Celastrus orbiculatus), orchard grass, autumn olive (Elaeagnus 
umbellata), cow-wheat, pinesap, dwarf cinquefoil (Potentilla canadensis), and sweet and 
downy goldenrod (Solidago odora & S. puberula). Many of the less common species in 
this woodland are listed in Table 2, "Flora of Featherstone Farm, Oak Bluffs, MA." 

 
Within this community type is a heathland opening dominated by golden heather 
(Hudsonia ericoides), sickle-leaved golden aster (Chrysopsis falcata), little bluestem, 
pennsylvania sedge, oxeye daisy (Chrysanthemum leucanthemum), field hawkweed 
(Hieracium caespitosum), virginia rose (Rosa virginiana), frostweed (Helianthemum 
canadense), reindeer lichen (Cladonia species), field sorrel, and common speedwell 
(Veronica officinalis). Present but uncommon are british soldier lichens (Cladonia 
cristatella), three awn (Aristida dichotoma), wavy-leaved aster (Aster undulatus), sweet 
fern (Comptonia peregrina), poverty grass (Danthonia spicata), hair grass (Deschampsia 
flexuosa), Deptford pink (Dianthus armeria), wild strawberry (Fragaria virginiana), 
common St. Johnswort (Hypericum perforatum), eastern red cedar (Juniperus 
virginiana), wild lettuce (Lactuca canadensis), beach pinweed (Lechea maritima), round-
headed bush clover (Lespedeza capitata), english plantain (Plantago lanceolata), 
shining sumac (Rhus copallinum), pasture rose (Rosa carolina), and rabbit-foot clover 
(Trifolium arvense). Much of the plant diversity found in the pitch pine woodland is found 
within this small grassy heathland.  
 
The pasture community covers 3.3 acres, or 18 percent of the property's total area, and 
occurs on Carver loamy coarse sand soils. This grassland is dominated by forage 
grasses and introduced, weedy herbaceous plants, and has a history of use as pasture 
land for horses. Dominant grasses and herbs are red fescue (Festuca rubra), 
quackgrass (Agropyron repens), english plantain, and orchard grass, chicory, and 
timothy with average groundcovers of 50%, 23%, 11%, 12%, 8%, and 7%, respectively. 
Also common are redtop (Agrostis gigantea), bulbous buttercup (Ranunculus bulbosa), 
narrow-leaved vetch (Vicia angustifolia), rough­fruited cinquefoil (Potentilla recta), 
common dandelion (Taraxacum officinale), least hop clover (Trifolium dubium), 
pennsylvania sedge, common St. Johnswort, slender and smooth crabgrass (Digitaria 
filiformis & D. ischaemum), bull thistle (Cirsium vulgare), wild madder (Galium mollugo), 
cat's ear (Hypochoeris radicata), velvet grass (Holcus lanatus), Queen Anne's lace 
(Daucus carota), oxeye daisy, mouse-ear chickweed (Cerastium vulgatum), sweet vernal 
grass, rabbit-foot clover, and red clover (Trifolium pratense). Uncommon but present are 
yarrow (Achillea millefolium), poke milkweed (Asclepias exaltata), lance-leaved 
coreopsis (Coreopsis lanceolata), field hawkweed, birdsfoot trefoil (Lotus corniculatus), 
common yellow wood sorrel (Oxalis stricta), common cinquefoil (Potentilla simplex), field 
sorrel, bladder campion (Silene cucubalus), white campion (S. latifolia), lesser stitchwort 
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(Stellaria graminea), and common chickweed (S. media). Many of the less common 
species in this grassland are listed in Table 2, "Flora of Featherstone Farm, Oak Bluffs, 
MA."  
 
 
The land was stripped of its surface soils in the 1950's and has areas covered by a 
growth of graminoids and herbs typically found on dry, low nutrient soils typical of the 
sandplains. Common species found here include beadgrass (Paspalum setaceum), sand 
flatsedge (Cyperus filiculmis), little bluestem, sheep fescue, a panic grass (Panicum 
species), and purple lovegrass (Eragrostis spectabilis). Less common are butterflyweed 
(Asclepias tuberosa), toothed white-topped aster (Aster paternus), wavy-leaved aster, 
silvery cinquefoil (Potentilla argentea), tall goldenrod (Solidago canadensis var. scabra), 
and arrowleaf violet (Viola sagittata). Uncommon plants at the preserve that are found 
only in this community include yellow rocket (Barbarea vulgaris var. vulgaris), lesser 
daisy fleabane (Erigeron strigosus var. strigosus), lemon-balm (Melissa officinalis), 
yellow goat's-beard (Tragopogon pratensis), and spring vetch (Vicia sativa). There are a 
total of seventy plant species in this community type, and forty-four of these (63%) are 
unique to this community.  
 
The aster family (Asteraceae) has the highest diversity of any family on the property with 
twenty-four species, including the common plants oxeye daisy, sickle-leaved golden 
aster, chicory, bull thistle, field hawkweed, cat's ear, rough-stemmed goldenrod, and 
common dandelion. The second most diverse family is the grass family (Poaceae) with 
eighteen species. Common road and trailside plants include redtop, sweet vernal grass, 
and velvet grass. Grasses typical of dry woodlands and sandy openings include 
broomsedge, three awn, poverty grass, hair grass, little bluestem and beadgrass. 
Typical pasture grasses include quackgrass, orchard grass, sheep fescue, and timothy. 
Although uncommon here, perhaps the most interesting plant on the property is 
butterflyweed, which is found commonly in Massachusetts only on Martha's Vineyard 
and Nantucket, and which serves as a nectar source for numerous species of butterflies, 
moths, bees and wasps.  
 
Thirty families, or sixty-three percent of all plant families on the property, are represented 
by a single species. While there are thirty monotypic families, five families together 
represent seventy-four species or fifty-one percent of the total plant species. These are 
the aster family (24 species), the grass family (18 species), the rose family (Rosaceae, 
16 species), the heath family (Ericaceae, 8 species), and the pea family (Fabaceae, 8 
species). A taxonomic list of vascular plants is provided as Appendix B, arranged 
alphabetically within each division by family name and then by genus and species. 

 
 

Table 2. Flora of Featherstone Farm Preserve, Oak Bluffs, MA 

     vegetation community   

 

scientific name common name morphology 
white oak 
woodland 

black oak 
woodland 

pitch pine 
woodland 

pasture-
lands survey 

 lichens and mosses        

1  Cladonia cristatella  british soldiers lichen   u  4 

2  Cladonia species  reindeer lichen lichen  C c  3 

3  Leucobryum glaucum  pincushion moss moss c C   2, 3 
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     vegetation community   

 

scientific name common name morphology 
white oak 
woodland 

black oak 
woodland 

pitch pine 
woodland 

pasture-
lands survey 

4  Polytrichum juniperinum  haircap moss moss A C A  1, 2, 3 

 vascular plants         

5  Acer rubrum  red maple tree u u   1, 2 

6  Achillea millefolium  yarrow herb    u 2 

7  Agrostis gigantea  redtop graminoid    A 2,3 

8  Amelanchier species  a shadbush shrub C C C  2,3 

9  Andropogon virginicus 
var. virginicus  

broomsedge 
graminoid  C c  3,4 

10  Anthoxanthum 
odoratum 

sweet vernal grass 
graminoid  C u c 2,3 

11  Aralia nudicaulis  wild sarsaparilla herb c C   1, 2, 3 

12  Aristida dichotoma  three awn graminoid   u  2 

13  Aronia melanocarpa black chokeberry shrub u C   1, 2, 3 

14  Asclepias exaltata  poke milkweed herb    u 2 

15  Asclepias tuberosa  butlerflyweed herb    u 2 

16  Aster divaricatus  white wood aster herb u u   1 

17  
Aster patemus  

toothed white-
topped aster 

herb u u  u 1, 2 

18  Aster racemosus  small white aster herb  u  u 1, 2 

19  Aster undulatus wavy-leaved aster herb  u u u 1, 2 

20  Atriplex patuta orach herb   u u 2 

21  Baptisia tinctoria wild indigo herb   C  1, 2, 3 

22  Barbarea vulgaris var. 
vulgaris 

yellow rocket 
herb    u 2 

23  Berberis thunbergii japanese barberry shrub    u 2 

24  Carex pensylvanica pennsylvania sedge graminoid C C C C 1, 3 

25  Carex swanii swan's sedge graminoid u C   2, 3 

26  Celastrus orbiculatus oriental bittersweet vine  u u  2 

27  
Cerastium fontanum 

mouse-ear 
chickweed 

herb    C 2, 3 

28  Chimaphila maculata striped wintergreen herb u C A  1, 3 

29  Chrysanthemum 
leucanthemum 

oxeye daisy 
herb   c C 2, 3 

30  
Chrysopsis falcata 

sickle-leaved golden 
aster 

herb   c  2 

31  Cichorium intybus chicory herb    C 2, 3 

32  Cirsium vulgare bull thistle herb    C 3 

33  Comptonia peregrina sweet fern shrub   u  1, 2 

34  
Coreopsis lanceolata 

lance-leaved 
coreopsis 

herb    u 2 

35  Crataegus crus-galli cockspur hawthorn tree  u   2, 4 
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     vegetation community   

 

scientific name common name morphology 
white oak 
woodland 

black oak 
woodland 

pitch pine 
woodland 

pasture-
lands survey 

36  Cyperus filiculmis sand flatsedge graminoid   u A 2, 3 

37  Cypripedium acaule lady's slipper herb C C   1, 2, 3 

38  Dactylis glomerata orchard grass graminoid  C u A 1, 2, 3 

39  Danthonia spicata poverty grass graminoid  u u  1 

40  Daucus carota Queen Anne's lace herb    C 3 

41  Deschampsia flexuosa hairgrass graminoid u u u  2 

42  Dianthus armeria Deptford pink herb   u u 2 

43  Digitaria filiformis slender crabgrass graminoid    C 3 

44  Digitaria ischaemum smooth crabgrass graminoid    C 3 

45  Elaeagnus umbellate autumn olive tree   u u 1, 2 

46  Elytrigia repens quackgrass graminoid    A 3 

47  Epifagus virginiana beechdrops herb u u   1 

48  Epigaea repens trailing arbutus herb C u C  1, 2, 3 

49  Eragrostis spectabilis purple lovegrass graminoid   u C 3, 4 

50  Erigeron strigosus var. 
strigosus 

lesser daisy 
fleabane 

herb    u 2 

51  
Euthamia tenufolia 

slender-leaved 
goldenrod 

herb u u   2 

52  Fagus grandifolia american beech tree C A A  1, 2, 3 

53  Festuca ovina sheep fescue graminoid  C A C 2,3 

54  Festuca rubra red fescue graminoid    A 1, 2, 3 

55  Fragaria virginiana wild strawberry vine   u  2 

56  Galium mollugo wild madder herb    C 2, 3 

57  Gaultheria procumbens wintergreen shrub c C   1, 3 

58  Gaylussacia baccata black huckleberry shrub C c c  1, 3 

59  Gaylussacia frondosa dangleberry shrub A A   1, 2, 3 

60  
Helianthemum 
canadense 

frostweed 
herb   c  1, 2 

61  Hieracium caespitosum field hawkweed herb   c u 1, 2 

62  Hieracium paniculatum panicled hawkweed herb  u   1 

63  Hieracium venosum rattlesnake weed herb u    4 

64  Holcus lanatus velvetgrass graminoid u u  C 1, 3 

65  Hudsonia ericoidas golden heather herb   c  2, 4 

66  Hypericum perforatum 
common St. 
Johnswort 

herb u  u C 2, 3, 4 

67  Hypochoeris radicata cat’s ear herb   u C 1, 2, 3 

68  Hypoxis hirsuta yellow startgrass herb u    4 

69  Juncus tenuis path rush graminoid u u u  1 

70  Juniperus virginiana eastern red cedar shrub  u u  1 
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     vegetation community   

 

scientific name common name morphology 
white oak 
woodland 

black oak 
woodland 

pitch pine 
woodland 

pasture-
lands survey 

71  Kalmia angustifolia sheep laurel  shrub u u   1 

72  Lactuca canadensis wild lettuce herb   u  2 

73  Lechea maritima beach pinweed herb   u  2, 4 

74  Lespedeza capitata 
round-headed bush 
clover 

herb   u  1 

75  Lonicera japonica 
japanese 
honeysuckle 

vine   c u 2 

76  Lotus corniculatus birdsfoot trefoil herb    u 2 

77  Luzuia multiflora common woodrush graminoid u u   2 

78  Lysimachia quadrifolia whorled loosestrife herb u    4 

79  Melampyrum lineare cow-wheat herb u c u  2 

80  Melissa officinalis lemon balm herb    u 2 

81  Monotropa hypopithys pinesap herb C  u  1, 3 

82  Monotropa uniflora indian pipes herb C c C  2, 3 

83  Myrica pensylvanica bayberry shrub  A A u 1, 2, 3 

84  Oenothera perennis sundrops herb    u 3 

85  Oxalis stricta 
common yellow 
wood sorrel 

herb    u 2 

86  Panicum species a panic grass graminoid   u C 3 

87  Paspalum setaceum a beadgrass graminoid    A 3 

88  Phleum pratense timothy graminoid    C 2, 3 

89  Phytolacca americana  pokeweed herb   u  2 

90  Picea abies Norway spruce tree  u   1, 4 

91  Pinus rigida pitch pine tree C A A  1, 3 

92  Pinus strobus white pine tree  u   1, 2 

93  Pinus sylvestris scots pine tree  u   1 

94  Plantago lanceolata english plantain herb   u A 1, 2, 3 

95  Polygonum convolvulus black bindweed vine    u 2 

96  Polygonum persicaria lady's thumb herb    u 2 

97  Pontentilla argentea silvery cinquefoil herb    u 2 

98  Pontentilla canadensis dwarf cinquefoil herb  u u  2 

99  Pontentilla recta 
rough-fruited 
cinquefoil 

herb    A 2, 3 

100  Pontentilla simplex common cinquefoil herb    u 2 

101  Prenanthes trifoliata tall rattlesnake root herb u u   1, 2 

102  Prunus serotina black cherry tree C C C  1, 2, 3 

103  Pteridium aquilinum bracken fern fern A A c  1, 3 

104  Pyrus malus domestic apple tree  u   2 

105  Quercus abla white oak tree A A A  1, 3 
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     vegetation community   

 

scientific name common name morphology 
white oak 
woodland 

black oak 
woodland 

pitch pine 
woodland 

pasture-
lands survey 

106  Quercus ilicifolia scrub oak tree C C C  1, 3 

107  Quercus stellata post oak tree  C   3 

108  Quercus velutina black oak tree A A A  1, 3 

109  Ranunculus bulbosa bulbous buttercup herb    A 2, 3 

110  Rhus copallinum shining sumac shrub   u  1 

111  Rosa carolina pasture rose shrub  C u  2, 3 

112  Rosa multiflora multiflora rose shrub    u 2 

113  Rosa virginiana virginia rose shrub   c  4 

114  Rubus allegheniensis common blackberry vine  u C  2, 3 

115  Rubus flagellaris prickly dewberry vine   C A  1, 3 

116  Rubus hispidus bristly dewberry vine  C    

117  Rumex acestosella field sorrel herb  A c u 2, 3 

118  Rumex crispus curled dock herb    u 2 

119  Sassafras albidum sassafras tree u    4 

120  
Schizachyrium 
scoparium 

little bluestem 
graminoid  c c C 1, 2, 3 

121  Silene cucubalus bladder companion herb    u 2 

122  Silene latifolia white campion herb    u 2 

123  Sisymbrium officinale hedge-mustard herb    u 4 

124  Smilax rotundifolia common greenbrier vine C u   2, 3 

125  Solanum dulcamara 
bittersweet 
nightshade 

vine    u 2 

126  
Solidago canadensis 
var. scabra 

tall goldenrod 
herb    u 2 

127  Solidago odora sweet goldenrod herb  u u  1 

128  Solidago puberula downy goldenrod herb   u  1 

129  Solidago rugosa 
rough-stemmed 
goldenrod 

herb  C   1, 3 

130  Stellaria graminea lesser stitchwort herb    u 2 

131  Stellaria media common chickweed herb    u 2, 4 

132  Taraxacum officinale common dandelion herb   u C 2, 3 

133  Toxicodendron radicans poison ivy vine u C A  1, 3 

134  Tragopogon pratensis yellow goatsbeard herb    u 2 

135  Trifolium arvense rabbit-foot clover herb   u c 2 

136  Trifolium dubium least hop clover herb    C 2, 3 

137  Trifolium pretense red clover herb    c 2 

138  Vaccinium angustifolium lowbush blueberry shrub C A C  2, 3 

139  Vaccinium corymbosum highbush blueberry shrub A C   3 

140  Vaccinium pallidum 
late lowbush 
blueberry 

shrub A A A  1, 2, 3 
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     vegetation community   

 

scientific name common name morphology 
white oak 
woodland 

black oak 
woodland 

pitch pine 
woodland 

pasture-
lands survey 

141  Veronica arvensis corn speedwell herb    u 2 

142  Veronica officinalis common speedwell herb  u c  1, 2, 4 

143  Viburnum recognitum northern arrowwood shrub u u   1 

144  Vicia angustifolia narrow-leaved vetch herb    A 2, 3 

145  Vicia sativa spring vetch herb    u 2 

146  Viola sagittata arrowleaf violet herb    u 2 

147  Vitis labrusca fox grape vine     4 

  Total # of abundant species 7 10 11 10  

  
Total # of common species 

Total # of uncommon species 
16 
22 

28 
31 

23 
34 

22 
39 

 

  # species unique to community 0 11 15 43  

  Total number of species 45 69 68 71  

  % of total species 31 47 46 48  

 

 
*   A=abundant (percent occurrence in sample plots greater than 50 %), C=common (percent occurrence in sample plots 
greater than 10 % but less than or equal to 50 %), U=uncommon (percent occurrence in sample plots less than or equal to 
10 %), a=abundant (seen on property but not in sample plots), c=common (seen on property but not in sample plots), 
u=uncommon (seen on property but not in sample plots). 
 
 
 
Surveys: 
1 = fall 1996 ongoing MVLBC inventory (WM)*, 10/7 - 11/7 
2 = spring & early summer 1997 ongoing MVLBC inventory (WM), 3/27/97 - 7/11/97 
3 = fall 1997 MVLBC inventory (WM), 10/29/97 -10/31/97 
4 = spring 1998 ongoing MVLBC inventory (WM), 3/27/98 
 
 
* WM = Wendy Malpass 
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2. Wildlife Habitat 

 
The Wildlife Map accompanies the wildlife inventory described in this section. It 

identifies species of wildlife observed in each habitat on the preserve during the 

four seasons, including dragonflies and butterflies, amphibians, reptiles, birds, and 

mammals. 

 

A. Habitat Features 

white oak woodland: The woodland has a closed canopy and a dense low 

ericaceous shrub layer, with only a few openings in the canopy along trails that 

result in very little grassy or herbaceous groundcover. It has the following habitat 

features: tall trees for nesting, roosting, and foraging invertebrates, reptiles, birds, 

and mammals; mast-bearing trees (white, black and scrub oaks and American 

beech) for fall forage; fruiting trees, shrubs and vines (black cherry, shadbush, 

dangleberry, highbush and lowbush blueberries, black huckleberry, and common 

greenbrier) for summer and fall forage; cavities in dead tree limbs and old stumps 

for foraging and nesting amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals; and cover of low 

shrubs, vines, and leaves for nesting and foraging insects, amphibians, reptiles, 

birds, and mammals. 

 
black oak woodland: The woodland has a closed canopy and a sparse low 

ericaceous shrub layer, with scattered canopy openings that provide light for a 

thin but diverse grassy and herbaceous groundcover. It has the following habitat 

features: tall trees for nesting, roosting, and foraging invertebrates, reptiles, birds, 

and mammals; mast-bearing trees (black, white, scrub and post oaks) for fall 

forage; fruiting trees, shrubs, and vines (black cherry, lowbush blueberry, 

dangleberry, bayberry, poison ivy, pasture rose, and black chokeberry) for summer 

and fall forage; grassland-woodland ecotone for perching, foraging, and nesting 

amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals; cavities in dead tree limbs for nest sites 

and cover; cover of low shrubs, vines, sedges, grasses and leaves for nesting and 

foraging insects, amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals. 

 
pitch pine woodland: The woodland has a closed canopy with a shaded and 

sparsely vegetated groundcover, and has the following habitat features: cone and 

mast-bearing trees (pitch pine, black, white, and scrub oaks, and American beech) 

for fall forage; fruiting trees, shrubs, and vines (black cherry, late lowbush 

blueberry, bayberry, poison ivy, prickly dewberry, and common blackberry) for 

late summer and fall forage; abundant trees and shrubs offer twigs and buds for 

winter forage; graminoids, herbs, low shrubs, and leaves on the forest floor offer 

cover for invertebrates, amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals; heathland 

opening with cover of graminoids and herbaceous plants provide forage for 

amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals. 

 

pastures: This grassland has a dense cover of graminoids and herbaceous 

plants, and provides the following habitat features: forage and cover for insects, 

reptiles, birds, and mammals; grassland-woodland ecotone provides perching 

sites and cover for nesting and foraging amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals. 
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B. Invertebrates 

Terrestrial invertebrates that have suitable habitat on the property include mites and 
ticks (Arachnida; Order Acarina); spiders (Arachnida; O. Araneida); and insects such as 
dragonflies (O. Odonata); grasshoppers and crickets (O. Orthoptera); leafhoppers and 
cicadas (O. Homoptera); beetles (O. Coleoptera); butterflies and moths and their 
caterpillar larvae (O. Lepidoptera); gnats, midges, mosquitoes and flies (O. Diptera); and 
wasps, ants, and bees (O. Hymenoptera) (Borror and White, 1970).  
 
A list of invertebrates observed at Featherstone Farm is provided in Appendix C. This 
provides a summary of species observed in each vegetation community from April 
through October, 1997. Insects most commonly heard or seen in the white and black oak 
woodlands include cicadas, beetles, butterflies, and flies, as well as the arachnids ticks 
and spiders (see Appendix C1). Insects commonly heard or seen in the pitch pine 
woodland include butterflies and flies (see Appendix C2).  
 
Insects observed in the pastures include common green darner dragonflies, as well as 
field crickets, grasshoppers, ladybug beetles, at least ten species of butterflies, and 
wasps and bees (see Appendix C3).  
 
Only flight and simple feeding observations have been used to date to assess the 
composition of the invertebrate fauna of Featherstone Farm. More valuable knowledge 
about relationships between insects and their host plants, pollination biology, and 
dispersal could be gained from future investigations using census techniques such as 
light and pit trapping.  

 
C. Amphibians 

Table 3 details the eight amphibian species that find suitable breeding or nonbreeding 
habitat at Featherstone Farm (after DeGraaf and Rudis, 1987). Preferred habitat is 
represented with an asterisk. Not one amphibian species was observed on the preserve 
from October, 1996 to August, 1997. 

 
Table 3. Suitable Amphibian Habitatat Featherstone Farm, Oak Bluffs 

amphibian species 
oak 

woodlands 
pitch pine 
woodland pastures 

spotted salamander  Ambystoma maculatum nonbr nonbr  

redback salamander Plethodon. cinereus br, nonbr br, nonbr  

red-spotted newt Notophthalmus v. 
viridescens 

nonbr nonbr  

eastern american toad Bufo a. americanus nonbr nonbr nonbr 

fowler’s toad Bufo woodhousii fowleri  nonbr nonbr 

northern spring peeper Pseudacris c. crucifer nonbr   

[redacted [redacted]  nonbr  

pickerel frog Rana palustris nonbr nonbr  

Note: br - breeding, for - foraging, nonbr - nonbreeding. An asterisk (*) denotes a preferred habitat. Bold 
denotes a species observed on the preserve. 
 

D. Reptiles 

Table 4 details the ten reptile species that find suitable breeding or nonbreeding 

habitat at Featherstone Farm (after DeGraaf and Rudis, 1987). Preferred habitat 
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is represented with an asterisk. One reptile species prefers to breed in oak 

woodland habitat. Two species - northern black racer and northern redbelly snake 

- prefer to breed in pine woodlands, and two species - spotted turtle and smooth 

green snake - prefer to breed in pastures (Klemens, 1993).  

 

 

Although Featherstone Farm has no wetland habitats, nearby freshwater seeps at 

the Head of the Lagoon provide high quality habitat for nonbreeding spotted turtles. 

This wetland area is only 800 feet west of the westernmost pasture at Featherstone 

Farm. However, a busy paved road - Barnes Road - separates the two habitats, 

and could be a large source of mortality for this species were it to travel from these 

wetlands to the pastures to breed. Not a single reptile species was observed on the 

preserve by staff from October, 1996 to August, 1997. 

 

Table 4. Suitable Reptilian Habitat at Featherstone Farm, Oak Bluffs 

reptile species oak 
woodlands 

pitch pine 
woodland pastures 

common snapping Chelydra s. serpentina  br br 

spotted turtle Clemmys guttata   br* 

[redacted] [redacted] br*, nonbr nonbr br, nonbr 

northern black racer Coluber c. constrictor br, nonbr br*, nonbr br, nonbr 

northern ringneck Diadophis punctatus 
edwardsii 

br, nonbr  br, nonbr 

eastern milk snake Lampropeltis t. 
Triangulum 

br, nonbr br, nonbr br, nonbr 

smooth green snake Opheodrys vernalis br, nonbr  br*, nonbr 

northern redbelly snake Storeria o. 
occipitomaculata 

br, nonbr br*, nonbr br, nonbr 

eastern ribbon snake Thamnophis s. sauritus  br, nonbr  

eastern garter snake Thamnophis s. sirtalis br, nonbr br, nonbr br, nonbr 

Note: br - breeding, nonbr - nonbreeding. An asterisk ('') denotes a preferred habitat. Bold 
denotes a species observed on the preserve. 

 
E. Birds 

A survey of the birds occurring in Featherstone Farms habitats was conducted on 
seventeen visits to the property from October 7, 1996 to August 1, 1997. These 
visits recorded the presence of both occasional migrants and resident birds during 
the late fall migration (October 7 - November 7), winter (November 22 - April 4), 

spring migration (April 11 · May 21), and breeding season (June 4-August 1). 
Birds were sampled from four point count survey locations, as shown on the 
Avian Inventory Map. Survey point one encompasses the small easternmost 
pastureland and adjacent woodland edge, survey point two is located in the pitch 
pine woodland, survey point three is located in the white oak woodland, and 
survey point four encompasses the western pastureland and bordering 

shrubland. Of the birds detected at Featherstone Farm, only those that were 
occasional or common in occurrence in each habitat are listed on the map; 
uncommon species are not listed here, but are shown in tables 6 and 7.  
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Table 5 summarizes the changes in the numbers of bird species observed, by 
season, for the three broad habitat categories present on the property. The 
numbers do not add up in this table because many birds were seen in more than  
one habitat type in more than one season. Those species seen in fall months 
(early­October through early-November) include fall migrants as well as year-
round residents. Those species seen in spring (April and May) include year-round 

residents, spring migrants and summer residents that are just returning to local 
breeding grounds from southern wintering areas. 
 
 

 

Table 5. Seasonal Change in Number of Bird Species at  

Featherstone Farm, Oak Bluffs, MA 

Thirty-eight bird species were detected in a year in woodland and pasture habitats at 
Featherstone Farm (see Table 5). The most species were detected in the pastures 
and its wooded and shrubby edges than in any other habitat in all seasons, and 
more species were detected in the spring than in any other season in the white oak 
woodland and pastureland, while equal numbers of bird species were found in the 
pitch pine woodland in the spring and summer. The greatest number of species in 
most four-season point count surveys at any one location are usually found in the 
spring, when some winter residents still linger, spring migrants are moving through, 
and summer breeders arriving from the south add to the year-round resident bird 
fauna. It is likely that a few more species would have been added to the fall total of 
sixteen bird species had fall surveys been conducted in late August and during 
September. Likely fall migrants include sharp-shinned and broad-winged hawks, 
tree swallows, cedar waxwings, hermit thrushes, and a number of flycatcher and 
warbler species, including blackpoll, black-throated green and yellow-rumped 
warblers. 

 
Table 6 lists all of the bird species observed at the four point-count survey 
locations studied at Featherstone Farm, their seasonal residency patterns, 
abundance within each season, and their breeding status during the 
summer. This table does not distinguish between habitats. 

 
 

Table 6. Seasonal Abundance of Birds Observed at  

Featherstone Farm, Oak Bluffs, MA* 

season white oak woodland pitch pine woodland pastures total species 

fall 96 8 3 16 16 

winter 96 – 97 9 8 18 21 

spring 97 25 17 30 34 

summer 97 20 18 26 31 

Total Species 29 22 34 38 

Bird Species Fall Migration Winter 
Spring 

Migration 
Breeding 
Season 

Breeding 
Status** 

Year-round Residents     

red-tailed hawk  uncommon uncommon uncommon PO 
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* “common birds” were detected in 50% or more of the survey visits, “occasional birds” were 
detected in 20 - 49% of the survey visits, and “uncommon birds” were detected in fewer than 

mourning dove present occasional common common PR 

red-bellied 
woodpecker 

common  common common PR 

northern flicker present uncommon common occasional PO 

downy woodpecker present uncommon common common PR 

hairy woodpecker  uncommon  uncommon PO 

blue jay present occasional common common PR 

american crow common common common occasional PO 

black-capped 
chickadee 

common common common common CO (hy) 

white-breasted 
nuthatch 

common common common common PR 

carolina wren present uncommon common occasional PO 

eastern bluebird  uncommon uncommon  NB 

american robin present occasional common common CO (cf) 

northern mockingbird present uncommon  uncommon PO 

northern cardinal present occasional common uncommon PO 

rufous-sided towhee   common common CO (hy) 

song sparrow  common common common PR 

brown-headed cowbird  uncommon occasional occasional PR 

house sparrow present uncommon uncommon common PR 

American goldfinch  common common common PR 

house finch present uncommon common uncommon PO 

Summer Residents      

great-crested 
flycatcher 

   occasional PR 

eastern wood-pewee   uncommon common PR 

barn swallow   uncommon common CO (nest) 

gray catbird present  occasional common PR 

red-eyed vireo   uncommon common PR 

prairie warbler   common uncommon PO 

pine warbler  uncommon common common PR 

ovenbird   uncommon common CO (hy) 

chipping sparrow   common common CO (hy) 

common grackle  uncommon common occasional PR 

northern oriole   uncommon occasional PO 

Spring/Fall Migrants      

herring gull   uncommon   

osprey   uncommon   

tree swallow   common   

common yellowthroat   uncommon   

red-winged blackbird   uncommon   

Winter Residents      

dark-eyed junco present     
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20% of the survey visits.  
 
**  Breeding status: NB = nonbreeding, PO = possible breeding (species detected in suitable 
breeding habitat), PR =probable breeding (species heard singing on two occasions over one 
week apart in suitable breeding habitat). CO = confirmed breeding (species carrying food,  
feeding young, with begging hatch-year fledglings, or a located nest).  
 

The most common bird species detected in all habitats are listed on the Wildlife Map, at 
the end of this section. Two species were observed only in the white oak woodland in 
the winter (hair woodpecker and northern flicker), four species were observed only in this 
woodland in the spring (red-eyed vireo, ovenbird, common yellowthroat, and northern 
oriole), and two species were unique to this woodland in the summer (red-bellied 
woodpecker and red-eyed vireo). One species was detected only in the pitch pine 
woodland in the winter (pine warbler), and one species was unique to this woodland in 
the summer (hairy woodpecker). Eight species were observed only in the pastures in 
the winter (red-tailed hawk, downy woodpecker, eastern bluebird, northern mockingbird, 
northern cardinal, brown-headed cowbird, house sparrow, and house finch), four species 
were observed only in these grasslands in the spring (osprey, eastern bluebird, prairie 
warbler, and house sparrow), and four species were unique to this habitat in the summer 
(red-tailed hawk, northern mockingbird, prairie warbler, and house finch). 
 
Of the thirty-one bird species observed during the breeding season, six were confirmed 
as breeding on the property, fifteen were probably breeding, and ten were possibly 
breeding on the preserve in the summer of 1997 (see Table 6). Observations of 
behaviors associated with nesting or rearing of young, such as carrying nesting material, 
carrying food to a nest, carrying fecal sacs from a nest, hatch-year birds being attended 
by adults, or actually finding an active nest were used to confirm a species as breeding 
on the preserve. The presence of territorial males in suitable breeding habitat - 
determined by males singing on a territory - on two occasions at least a week apart 
determines that a species is probably breeding here. No species were confirmed as 
breeding in the white oak woodland. Species confirmed as breeding in the pitch pine 
woodland are black-capped chickadee, american robin, ovenbird, rufous-sided towhee, 
and chipping sparrow. Species confirmed as breeding in the pastures are barn swallow 
and american robin, both of which forage here regularly but actually breed in nearby 
habitats. The barn swallows make their nests in the small nearby horse stable, and the 
robins breed in the shrublands to the east. 
 
The avian fauna of Featherstone Farm has species representing sixteen different 
families. A complete checklist of birds is provided as Appendix D. The families with most 
members are the Emberizidae (warblers and sparrows), with thirteen species, and the 
Picidae (woodpeckers), with four species. 
 

F. Mammals 

Table 7 details the twenty-three mammal species that find suitable habitat for breeding, 
foraging, roosting or wintering at Featherstone Farm (after DeGraaf and Rudis, 1987). 
Preferred habitat for these species is represented with an asterisk, and a species 
observed in a given habitat is denoted in bold lettering. Two species - eastern gray 
squirrel and white-footed mouse - prefer to breed and winter in oak woodland habitat, 
and they and a third species - eastern pipistrelle - prefer to forage in this habitat. One 
species - eastern pipistrelle - prefers to forage in pine woodlands and one species - 
hoary bat - prefers to roost in this habitat. Two species - eastern mole and meadow vole 
- prefer to winter in pasture habitat. In addition, they and eastern cottontail prefer to 
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breed in this habitat. These three species and eastern pipistrelle prefer to forage in 
pastures (DeGraaf and Rudis, 1987; Burt, 1981).  
 
Six mammals have been observed by staff on the preserve from October 1996 through 
October, 1997. Eastern cottontails were abundant in the pastures in the fall and spring 
and were easy to disturb from their foraging. Their scat was common in the pastures and 
along the woodland edges. Two unidentified bats were observed feeding on insects over 
the heath opening within the pitch pine woodland in late April. Gray squirrels were 
regularly observed in the white oak woodland and on the edge of the pasturelands in 
spring months, and were regularly seen and heard in the pitch pine woodland in spring 
and fall months, when they are very active in breeding and foraging activities. A young 
striped skunk was observed foraging in the pitch pine woodland on a July morning, 
and signs of digging were regularly seen in this habitat all summer. Upon being 
disturbed, the young skunk sprayed, ran through the lowbush blueberry bushes, and 
retreated into a burrow at the north end of the large woodpile on the property. A hairball 
was found on the roadway through the pitch pine woodland in April, and looked like it 
could have been regurgitated by a domestic cat after grooming. This would not be 
unlikely, as a residential neighborhood is nearby. White-tailed deer are common about 
the preserve. Adult white-tailed deer, as well as signs of their activity such as scat, 
browsed plants, and fur, were observed here in April, May and June, in the white oak 
woodland and along the edge of the pasture and black oak woodland. 
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Map 8: Vegetation Map  

Featherstone Farm, Oak Bluffs, MA 
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Map 9: Wildlife Map 

Featherstone Farm, Oak Bluffs, MA 
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Map 10: Avian Inventory Map 

Featherstone Farm, Oak Bluffs, MA 
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Table 7. Suitable Mammalian Habitat  

Featherstone Farm, Oak Bluffs, MA 

mammal species oak 
woodlands 

pitch pine 
woodland pastures 

masked shrew Sorex cinereus br, for, win br, for, win br, for, win  

northern short-tailed shrew Blarina brevicanda br, for, win br, for, win br, for win 

eastern mole Scalopus aquaticus br, for, win  br*, for*, win* 

Keen’s myotis Myotis septentrionalis br, for, rst br, for, rst for 

[redacted] [redacted] br, for, rst br, for, rst for 

silver-haired bat Lasionycteris noctivagans br, for, rst br, for, rst for  

eastern pipistrelle Pipistrellus subflavus br, for*, rst br, for*, rst for* 

big brown bat Eptesicus fucus br, for, rst br, for, rst for 

red bat Lasiurus borealis br, for, rst br, for, rst  

hoary bat Lasiurus cinereus for, rst br, for, win for 

eastern cottontail Sylvilagus floridanus br, for, win br, for, win br*, for*, win 

eastern chipmunk Tamias striatus br, for, win br, for, win  

eastern gray squirrel Sciurus carolinensis br*, for*, win* br, for, win  

white-footed mouse Peromyscus leucopus br*, for*, win* br, for, win br, for, win 

meadow vole Microtus pensylvanicus br, for, win br, for win br*, for*, win* 

norway rat Rattus norvegicus  for, win for 

house mouse Mus musculus  br, for, win br, for, win 

meadow-jumping mouse Zapus hudsonius br, for, win br, for, win br, for, win 

woodland jumping mouse Napaeozapus insignis br, for, win br, for, win  

raccoon Procyon lotor br, for, win br, for  

striped skunk Mephitis mephitis br, for, win br, for, win br, for 

river otter Lutra canadensis br, win br, win  

white-tailed deer Odocoileus virginianus br, for, win br, win br, for 
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3. Rare and Endangered Species 

Although general plant and wildlife inventory data are addressed above in this plan, a separate 

section on rare and endangered species is warranted. Focus on rare and endangered species 

is important as a meter for the most sensitive qualities of the land's ecological communities as 

well as a description that helps encompass the full range of biological diversity. 

 

According to the commonwealth's Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program, 

Featherstone Farm is not presently recognized as a "priority site of rare species habitats and 

exemplary natural communities", nor does it contain "estimated habitats of rare wildlife and 

certified vernal pools" (MA NHESP, 1997). The Rare Species Maps show the property in 

relationship to other near-by, priority habitats. Featherstone Farm does have the potential to 

be used by state-listed, rare species as foraging habitat during the breeding season (i.e. 

foraging rare turtles). 

 
The following state-listed rare species are documented for the town of Oak Bluffs in similar 

habitats to those at Featherstone Farm: 

 

common name scientific name protection status 

[Redacted] 

[Redacted] 

[Redacted] 

[Redacted] 

[Redacted] 

 

[Redacted] 

[Redacted] 

[Redacted] 

[Redacted] 

[Redacted]

special concern 

special concern 

special concern 

special concern  

special concern

Neither of the two species of rare plants listed as occurring in similar habitats in Oak Bluffs is 
present at Featherstone Farm. Although not found here, one rare plant species is present in the 
dry, open grasslands of the nearby Trade Wind Fields Preserve and the Felix Neck Wildlife 
Sanctuary. Suitable habitat is present here for this plant (MA NHESP, 1985a), but only its 
congener was observed at the preserve in the open sandy areas within the pitch pine woodland 
community. Although suitable habitat also exists for another rare plant in these same open 
sandy areas (MA NHESP, 19856), not a single species of blue-eyed grass has been observed at 
Featherstone Farm. 

 
Two rare invertebrates documented above have not been observed at Featherstone Farm. 

Suitable habitat for one of rare invertebrates, large and showy invertebrate, is present in the 

oak and pitch pine woodlands here (Covell, 1984), but no individuals have been observed to 

date. The other rare invertebrate is found in open, sandy or grass-free areas at Katama Plains, 

Edgartown (Braker, 1987), and at Trade Wind Fields Preserve, Oak Bluffs. This rare 

invertebrate is described as a sandplain grassland species found in open, nonvegetated areas 

such as the sandy ecotonal edges of pine forests, and as living in association with bearberry 

(Arctostaphyllos uva-ursi), with which it is cryptic (BEC, 1988). Although sandy ecotonal edges 

of pine woodlands occur at Featherstone Farm, bearberry is not found here. Thus, suitable 

habitat for this rare invertebrate does not occur here. However, a congener, the six-spotted 

green tiger beetle (Cicindela sexguttata) (Milne and Milne, 1989), was observed along a narrow 

woodland path in the black oak woodland in late June. 

 
 
 



FEATHERSTONE FARM MANAGEMENT PLAN  43 
 

[Type here] 

 

A rare turtle species has not been observed on the property. Suitable breeding habitat exists 

on the property in the loose, sandy soils in the pitch pine woodland and along the edges of 

the grassy pastures, and foraging habitat exists on the property in the oak and pine woodlands, 

with dense, fruiting shrub understories (MA NHESP, 1994). It is unlikely that these turtles are 

found at Featherstone Farm due to the residential nature of the surrounding neighborhood 

and the presence of a resident population of predatory striped skunks.  

 
The following state-listed rare species are documented at the nearby Felix Neck Wildlife 

Sanctuary in similar habitats to those at Featherstone Farm: 

 

common name scientific name protection status 

[Redacted] 

[Redacted] 

[Redacted] 

[Redacted] 
 

[Redacted] 

[Redacted] 

[Redacted] 

[Redacted] 

special concern 

special concern 

special concern 

special concern  

Two rare moths can be found in oak and pine forest (MA NHESP, n.d.a.; MA NHESP, n.d.b.), 

although one prefers pitch pine-scrub oak barrens habitat (MA NHESP, n.d.b.), which is found 

at Featherstone Farm. The larvae of the one of these rare moths feed on several species of 

oaks (Covell, 1984; MA NHESP, n.d.b.). Featherstone Farm provides suitable habitat for these 

species, although neither has been noted here to date. The other rare moth feeds on 

milkweeds in its larval stage (Covell, 1984). Although Featherstone Farm hosts two milkweed 

species, they are both uncommon here. Thus this very localized food source provides a low 

quality habitat for this moth.  

 

Although a pair of breeding rare birds lives at the Felix Neck Wildlife Sanctuary, these birds 

do not breed at Featherstone Farm, nor have they been seen here. Structures exist in the 

nearby that would provide suitable nesting habitat (MA NHESP, 1995), and artificial nest 

boxes could be provided. Although some foraging habitat exists here in Featherstone Farm’s 

three acres of pastures, the extensive salt marsh habitat present around Sengekontacket 

Pond at Felix Neck is not available here. Thus, the amount of foraging habitat at this location 

may be limiting for this species.  
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C. Cultural Characteristics 

 
1. Land Use History 

 
The human occupation of Featherstone Farm began with the Wampanoag Tribe. The 

southern aspect of its wooded slope, its proximity to Sengekontacket and Lagoon Ponds 

and the calm waters of Vineyard and Nantucket Sounds, and, for Martha's Vineyard, its 

relative shelter from winter winds may have made Featherstone Farm a good place to 

spend the winter. At some point in the seventeenth or eighteenth centuries, ownership 

changed from Indian to English hands. The deeds for this transfer, and any transfer in 

these centuries, are difficult to trace. 

 
But in 1828, Benjamin Davis of Edgartown and Ephraim Norton sold land to Shubael 

Norton which likely included or was in the vicinity of Featherstone Farm (Deeds 30/27). 

In 1843, Davis sold another parcel in the same area, known as "Upper Fields" and 

described as "pasture and woodland," to Elijah and Darius Norton of Edgartown and 

Bayes Norton of Tisbury (Deeds 29/237). For $725, Elijah, Darius, and Bayes Norton 

added to their holdings in 1855 with the purchase of 100 acres of "wood and pasture 

land" (Deeds 36/501). From these descriptions, it is plain that these Yankee farmers 

knew that this land wasn't suited for much more than pasture and woodland. The holding 

at the time extended to the Head of the Lagoon, indicating that Featherstone Farm may 

well have been part of the modern Bayes Norton Farm. 

 
Somehow over the next 16 years, Darius Norton came to own it all, and then sold it to 

his nephew, another Bayes F. Norton, in 1871 (Deeds 48-260). In 1890, Elisha T. Smith 

and George A. Smith paid $250 for at least part of the land, described as "woodland" 

(Deeds 82/310). Elisha T. Smith of Cottage City sold at least 2 acres of this land to Elisha 

M. Smith of Cottage City, which by 1885 included buildings (Deeds 75/54). Elisha M. 

came to own Elisha T.'s share, and in 1892, Elisha M. Smith and George A. Smith 

swapped their lands (Deeds 88/162; 88/164). Elisha Smith sold his portion, about 12 

acres including buildings, to Mary Fortier of New Bedford in 1919, and George Smith 

sold his share to Walter Taylor in 1927(Deeds 150/33; 174-411). George Young of 

Newton, Massachusetts bought both these portions, from Mary Fortier in 1924 and 

Walter Taylor in 1929 (Deeds 159/496; 179/70). 

 
Over the following years the various Featherstone lots changed hands several times - to 
Sidney and Elsie Hudson, William and Mary Guerin, Goodale Construction Company, 
Charles Bannerman, Ann Bannerman Qater Ann Bowers), and finally Ann Bowers to 
William H.Y. Stevens (Deeds 212/125, 228/592, 232/3, 236/516, 255/249, 255/515, 
257/277, 268/398, 268/403, 272/233, 371/733). The most significant of these transfers 
were those involving Goodale Construction Company. Goodale removed the topsoil from 
the Barnes Road pasture during its tenure- as owner (Stevens 1998). The name 
"Featherstone Farm" arose in connection with a town of the name Featherstone in 
England (Vance 1998). 
 

The Stevens family bought the farm from Ann Bowers (formerly Bannerman) in 1980 

(Deeds 371/733). During Bannerman's ownership, shows were held in the horse ring. 

The Stevens family, however, concentrated on horse breeding. With the purchase of 

land and buildings came a cancerous dog and two cancerous goats named Anwar and 

Sadat (Stevens 1998). Featherstone Farm's livestock was not confined to horses, goats, 
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and dogs, though. The Stevens family also raised pigs, chickens, and 42 Muskovy 

ducks, which were eventually sold in exchange for slaughtering the pigs. Chickens lived 

in the chicken coop, which later became a mother-in-law house.  

 

The Bannermans began burying the horses in the front pasture, a tradition continued by 

the Stevens', although they discontinued placing tombstones over the buried beasts. 

The Bannermans did (Stevens 1998).) Featherstone Farm included its present 

structures plus a "passion pit," used to breed horses (Stevens 1998). 

 

On August 9, 1996 William H.Y. Stevens sold 18 acres of Featherstone Farm to the 

Martha's Vineyard Land Bank Commission. The way in which Featherstone Farm was 

purchased is unique and worth noting. Mr. Stevens set up a charitable remainder trust 

in which the price paid by the Land Bank was placed. Mr. Stevens is the first seller of 

property to the Land Bank to use such a vehicle. 

 
2. Planning Concerns 

 
No portion of this property contains wetlands or is within 100 feet of a 

wetland. Activities at Featherstone Farm are therefore not subject to review by 

the Oak Bluffs Conservation Commission. Activities are subject to review, 

however, by the Martha's Vineyard Commission. Featherstone Farm is included in 

the District of Critical Planning Concern designated on May 14, 1998. 

Concerned about development in this wooded region, the Martha's Vineyard 

Commission created the District to closely regulate development in the area. The 

decision is attached as Appendix H to this plan. The decision gives the Town of Oak 

Bluffs one year to develop a Resource Management Plan for the District. The 

Resource Management Plan will specifically address: 

 

1)  assessment of the natural and cultural resources of the District; 

2)  protection of drinking water and adjacent surface water resources; 

3)  identification and preservation of cultural and historical sites and values; 

4)  enhancement of recreational opportunities of both and active and passive 
nature; 

5)  consideration of the preservation of woodland landscape and habitat 

fragmentation issues as well as other land use impacts to habitats; 

6) recognition of construction and landscaping limitations inherent in the soils 
and topography of the District; 
7)  consideration of alternative methods of development including flexible 

siting and cluster development in order to meet the goals of the District. 

 
Regulations and a Site Review Committee will be developed for the District (MVC 

1998). Although the Martha's Vineyard Commission and a Site Review Committee 

for the District may want to review the Featherstone Farm Management Plan, it 

is unlikely that any element of the Land Bank plan will run counter to the 

guidelines for the District. 

 
3. Abutters 

The following is a list of those owning property within 200 feet of Featherstone Farm. 
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Table 8. List of Properties Abutting or Within 200 Feet of  

Featherstone Farm, Oak Bluffs, MA 

 
Map 

 
Lot 

 
Owner Name 

 
Owner Address 

Number on 
Abutters Map 

 
41 

 
6 

The Meetinghouse of 
Martha’s Vineyard, Inc. 

P.O. Box 2523 
Vineyard Haven, MA 02568 

 
1 

 
41 

 
2 

Douttiel, Nancy and 
Arlene Bodge 

RR3, Box 100 
Vineyard Haven, MA 02568 

 
2 

 
41 

 
8 

Burns, Padriac and 
Kawai Ikuko 

9 Downing Street 
Brookline, MA 02146 

 
3 

 
41 

 
7 

 
Woodside Village, Inc. 

RFD Box 50A 
Vineyard Haven, MA 02568 

 
4 

 
41 

 
7.1 

 
Island Elderly Housing, Inc. 

RFD Box 50A 
Vineyard Haven, MA 02568 

 
5 

 
50 

 
22 

Kelly, Richard J. and 
Patricia A. 

P.O. Box 1606 
Vineyard Haven, MA 02568 

 
6 

 
50 

 
21 

 
Blakesley, Patricia L. 

RR3, Box 91-A 
Vineyard Haven, MA 02568 

 
7 

 
50 

 
10 

 
Reis, Lewis J. and Deborah A. 

P.O. Box 199 
Oak Bluffs, MA 02557 

 
8 

 
50 

 
9 

Seklecki, Daniel T. and Catherine 
D. McDonald 

P.O. Box 455 
Vineyard Haven, MA 02568 

 
9 

 
50 

 
2.3 

 
Dourian, Stephen H. 

Katama Drive, RFD 216 
Edgartown, MA 02539 

 
10 

 
50 

 
2.2 

 
Mackellar, Dianne 

P.O. Box 2287 
Vineyard Haven, MA 02568 

 
11 

 
50 

 
2 

Dunn, James E. and 
Patricia L. 

P.O. Box 838 
West Tisbury, MA 02575 

 
12 

 
41 

 
5 

Bullock, Samuel C. and 
Gloria W. 

7141 Lincoln Drive 
Philadelphia, PA 18105 

 
13 

 
41 

 
9 

Meisner, Alice Cynthia and 
Janet Heather Wansack 

P.O. Box 1081 
Edgartown, MA 02539 

 
14 

 
41 

 
4 

 
Covina, Alfred C. and Olga 

P.O. Box 984 
Oak Bluffs, MA 02557 

 
15 

 
40 

 
1.1 

 
Silva, Elio G. 

RR3, Box 98-A 
Vineyard Haven, MA 02568 

 
16 

 
40 

 
1.3 

Greer, Rebecca E. and 
James C. 

P.O. Box 2535 
Oak Bluffs, MA 02557 

 
17 

 
41 

 
1.1 

Litchfield, Robert W. and 
Patricia A. 

P.O. Box 405 
Edgartown, MA 02539 

 
18 

 
41 

 
3 

 
Cotterell, Ian I. and Sandra E. 

810 Parker Street 
Boston, MA 02120-3022 

 
19 

 
40 

 
1 

 
Pachico, Shirley 

P.O. Box 1266 
Oak Bluffs, MA 02557 

 
20 

 
50 

 
8 

Shelley, William J. and 
Beatrice L. 

P.O. Box 457 
Oak Bluffs, MA 02557 

 
21 

 
4. Existing Use and Infrastructure 

By far, the most significant existing use of Featherstone Farm does not occur on Land 
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Bank property. This is the use of the interior six acres and buildings by Meetinghouse 

of Martha's Vineyard, Inc.. Featherstone Meetinghouse for the Arts consists of six 

acres and nine buildings. Formerly, these were four houses, two barns, two sheds, a 

brick oven kiln, and a chicken coop. Now they house offices, workshops, darkrooms, 

studios, and the property caretaker. Meetinghouse has converted a horse barn into 

an arts workshop, housing studios for pottery, screen printing, drawing, watercolors, 

weaving, stained glass, and a darkroom. Signs bearing names of the barn's former 

occupants - horses - hang above the doors, and each stable has been converted into 

its own individual studio. The lawn east of the workshop forms a natural amphitheatre, 

ideal outdoor performance space. And the property is dotted with bathtubs (horse 

drinking troughs), since converted to flowerbeds. 

 
There are a number of existing uses on the Land Bank portion of Featherstone Farm, 

outlined below and indicated on the accompanying Existing Use Map. 

 
1) Trails, Roads, and Ancient Ways 

Featherstone Farm is flanked and crossed by trails, roads, and ancient ways. Old 

Holmes Hole Road forms the southernmost boundary and the Chaise Road the 

easternmost. The northeast corner occurs at the intersection of the Chaise Road, 

the Road to Farm Neck, and one of the Featherstone trails. The driveway forms 

slightly less than half the northern boundary, and Barnes Road forms the 

westernmost. Another ancient way, the Old Road to Oak Bluffs is the western 

boundary of the southern, wooded portion of Featherstone, and runs northeast, 

beneath limbs and between banks, straight through the Meetinghouse parcel and 

on into Webb's Campground. A farm road runs from the parking lot to the eastern 

boundary. Horses, deer, and hikers have created a number of paths through 

woods. 

 
2) Horse Ring 

The pitch pines occupying the easternmost portion of the property grow in what once 

was a horse show ring. Scattered piles of splintered wood are what remains of the 

grandstand. Patches of bare sand and piles of topsoil are what remains of the ring. 

 
3) Fencing 

Wire fencing is found throughout Featherstone Farm. Even individual trees have 

been fenced in, to prevent horses from devouring the fruit. 

 
4) Drinking troughs 

White drinking troughs for horses are scattered throughout the property. 
 

5) Pastures 

The field along Barnes Road and the field behind the parking lot have been used 
for pasture. 

 
6) Horse Graveyard 

A section of the Barnes Road pasture was used for the burial of horses and other 
animals. 
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5. Views 

Sunset is a fine time to visit Featherstone Farm for the view. From the top of the pasture, one 

can watch the sun sink below the wooded western hills, its final rays setting upon the blades 

of pasture grass. The view from Barnes Road is lovely, even to cars passing by at 35 miles 

per hour. Various vantage points on Land Bank and Meetinghouse property offer interior 

views of the property. The view into the pitch pine stand to the east of the rear pasture can 

be dramatically improved with thinning and pruning. Standing on the northeastern corner of 

Featherstone Farm, at the juncture of the Chaise Road and the Road to Farm Neck, one 

can gaze east, beneath the canopy, through oak stems, deep into the woodlands beyond.
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Map 11: Abutters Map 

Featherstone Farm, Oak Bluffs, MA 

 
 

 

 

 

rR 
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II.  Inventory Analysis 

A.  Constraints & Issues 
 
1. Ecological Context 

 
Featherstone Farm lies amidst the oak woodlands, pasture, farmland, and residential 

development recently designated a District of Critical Planning Concern by the Martha's 

Vineyard Commission. Situated between Lagoon Pond and Sengekontacket Pond, 

Featherstone Farm is part of the last large tract of undeveloped land in the Town of Oak 

Bluffs. It is important because it is one end of the last large, unfragmented piece of forest in 

Oak Bluffs. Its conservation is helpful to interior species who require unbroken tracts of 

forest. Its conservation helps protect groundwater aquifers and nearby ponds. 

 
Yet no endangered species have been found here. No wetlands are found here. The oaks 

and pitch pines at Featherstone Farm are ubiquitous on Martha's Vineyard. Featherstone 

Farm's most outstanding and important ecological characteristic is the mere fact that it is 

open land. 

 
2. Natural Resource Concerns 

 
Invasive Plants 

 
There are many alien plant species (plants that do not naturally occur in Massachusetts) at 

Featherstone Farm. Only five are also considered to be invasive species. An invasive plant 

species is one that is able to outcompete and displace native species and can even 

significantly alter the composition of natural vegetation communities (Somers 1996). 

Although often well established at a site, the commonwealth recommends that they be 

restricted from sale or importation into Massachusetts (Somers 1996). The five invasive 

plants found here include: 

 
Japanese barberry  
 
 
oriental bittersweet 
 
 
autumn olive  
 
 
Japanese honeysuckle 
 
 
multiflora rose 

uncommon along pasture edges; 

 
uncommon in black oak and pitch pine woodlands and pastures 
where a few scattered patches are dense but cover small areas; 

 
uncommon on edge of path through the easternmost pasture and pitch 
pine woodland; 

 
common in the pitch pine woodland where it has densely covered 
edges of the heathland opening and uncommon in the pastures; and 

 
uncommon along pasture edges. 

All these species are rapidly spread by frugivorous birds that forage on the berries and then 
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defecate while perched on fences, trees and shrubs along pasture and woodland edges. The 

most rapidly invading of these species - oriental bittersweet and Japanese honeysuckle - 

are vines that can quickly smother surrounding vegetation, from herbaceous plants to 

shrubs and trees. A sixth plant, hedge-mustard, is not previously recorded on Martha's 

Vineyard (MVSRP, 1997) and was most likely brought here as seeds in the fill used in 

repaving the driveway. It is a robust 4' tall plant that occurs only along this roadside and did 

not occur here in 1997, but was noted in 1998. It is not currently listed as an invasive plant, 

but could possibly become one; little is known about this plant on Martha's Vineyard. 

 

Predation by Domestic Animals 
 

Although domestic cats and dogs have not been regularly seen on the property, the close 

proximity to residential neighborhoods suggests that there is a potential for significant impact 

from predation by domestic animals on groundnesting and foraging wildlife. Control 

measures are difficult to implement, but leashing, impoundment, and fines provide ways to 

reduce predation on wildlife on the property. 

 
3. Sociological Context 

 
Although in the least developed part of Oak Bluffs, Featherstone Farm is in the most 

developed town on Martha's Vineyard. Its proximity to nearby neighborhoods, senior 

housing, and the regional high school offers opportunity for all these people to enjoy 

Featherstone Farm. In addition, arts programs at Featherstone Meetinghouse for the Arts 

are likely to draw people from across the island and these nearby communities in particular. 

Featherstone Farm may be a destination itself, a pleasant way to walk to a Meetinghouse 

function, or a starting point for a longer hike. 

 
4. Neighborhood Concerns 

 
Land bank staff considers the concerns of neighbors as part of the planning process. In 

particular, neighbors have expressed concern about the potential for trespassing, increased 

traffic, trail location, and disturbance of private cemeteries. The Land Management Planning 

section of this management plan attempts to address these concerns. Neighbors have the 

opportunity to express concerns to Land Bank staff at any time, but also at regular meetings 

of the Land Bank Commission and at the Oak Bluffs Town Advisory Board public hearing on 

this management plan. 

 

B.  Addressing Problems and Opportunities 
 

1. Land Bank Mandate 

 
In 1986, the voters of Martha's Vineyard created the Land Bank to acquire, hold, and 

manage land in a predominantly natural, scenic, or open condition. The Land Bank keeps 

open space open and allows modest public use. This "shared-use" policy strives to provide 

a mix of public benefits, ranging from low­impact recreation and aesthetics to wildlife 

conservation and watershed protection. Protection of natural resources is the Land Bank's 

highest priority, yet a "shared-use" policy demands balancing the use of natural resources 

with protection of the same. The Land Bank endeavors to manage the public resources 

sustainably. Balancing use and protection is the essence of conservation. 
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2. Goals at Purchase 

 
Whenever the Land Bank Commission acquires land, it and the town advisory board of the 

town which the land is in draft a set of goals for the property. These goals serve as guidelines 

for staff in preparing the plan, and may be modified after study of the property. The Land 

Bank Commission and Oak Bluffs Town Advisory Board adopted the following management 

preliminary management goals on March 11, 1996. 

 

 

 

 

3. Opportunities 

 
Featherstone Farm offers a number of opportunities for use of the property. This section 

considers each opportunity, but does not recommend any. Staff recommendations follow 

in the Land Management Planning section. 

 
Featherstone Farm – Preliminary Management Plan 
 
Nature Conservation Goals 
1. Conduct biological survey of property to serve as base for formulation of  

management objectives. 
2. Identify rare and endangered species, if any, and create plan to protect and  

encourage their populations.  
 

Primary Production Goals 
1. Consider the development of a farm plan which will allow leasing of land for  

pasturing, crops and/or other agricultural or silvicultural uses. 
2. Maintain the property as a “no-hunting” area. 
 
Recreational Goals 
1. Choose appropriate site for trailhead, with preliminary interest in the creation of a  

joint parking area with the Meetinghouse of Martha’s Vineyard, if joint 
arrangements are made, five spaces will be reserved for land bank visitors and 
the land bank will share parking and road maintenance costs on a fair-share basis 
to be formalized in an agreement. 

2. Open property for hiking, non-motorized biking and horseback-riding; maintain  
existing trails and install new trails, as needed and appropriate. 

3. Work to connect property with other conservation areas by means of the planned  
Cross-Oak Bluffs Trail and other trails. 

4. Permit construction of a paved bicycle path along the Barns Road frontage, if  
sensitively sited and if part of a larger community plan to create a bicycle path 
along this road. 

 
Administrative Goals 
1. Oversee and police the property on a regular basis in order to maintain property  

as an attractive conservation area. 
2. Complete management plan before December of 1977.  
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Agriculture Featherstone Farm's two pastures are immediately available for 

agricultural use.  

Pastureland is limited in Oak Bluffs and space to graze animals would likely 

be welcome. Gardening and Christmas tree culture are other potential uses 

of the space. Leasing agricultural space must conform to Land Bank 

agricultural lease policies. Farmers should refer to the plan Soil and Water 

Conservation Plan attached as Appendix F. 

 

Bird-watching The best places for birding at Featherstone Farm are the woodland and 

pasture edges. In particular, walking east along the trail from the parking 

lot brings one to the confluence of pasture, pitch pines, and oaks. Birds 

using each of these habitats can be observed from this vantage point. 

 
Hunting Featherstone Farm has game aplenty. It is also a relatively small piece of 

property, with plenty of neighbors, including children and senior citizens 

who will likely walk to art classes through the woods. Hunting would pose 

serious safety concerns. Pursuing wounded animals could create conflicts 

as well. 

 
Picnicking   Featherstone Farm is a decent place for a picnic but Featherstone  

Meetinghouse for the Arts is better. The Meetinghouse grounds are most 

inviting for this type of use. Picnics pose potential problems, such as litter 

and attraction of undesirable wildlife. Litter can be reduced through 

periodic cleanups and posting explanatory signs. 

 
Stargazing  Featherstone may be an attractive place for stargazing, although in some  

directions views are obstructed with buildings and trees. Stargazing itself  

does not pose problems, but nighttime use may be of concern to neighbors. 

 
Trails Featherstone Farm is a great place to hike in, into, or out of. The ancient 

ways bordering Featherstone Farm make it a starting point for a longer 

hike. Trails on the property itself offer views of the Meetinghouse grounds, 

curious trees, and deep subcanopy views into the southern woodlands of 

Oak Bluffs. Trails can be open to biking and horseback riding, but erosion 

and conflicts could result if such use is heavy. Segregating pedestrians, 

equestrians, and bicyclists may be necessary if conflicts arise. 

 
Views  Featherstone Farm's four best views are 1) of the sunset from the buildings;  

2) of the farmhouse from Barnes Road; 3) the long, penetrating view into 

the woods from the Chaise Road boundary; and 4) views of the 

Meetinghouse grounds. Views into the pitch pine stand can be improved 

by thinning and pruning. 

 
Winter sports Featherstone's trails make for good cross-country skiing and the 

Barnes Road pasture makes for good sledding. The front pasture is 
sloped so that the steepest part is farthest from the road, leaving plenty 
of room to glide to a stop or bail out before hitting the fence. The fence will 
prevent anyone from sliding into Barnes Road. Potential problems are the 
falls and bumps typical of these sports.
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Table 9: Universal Access Plan Compliance Checklist  

Featherstone Farms, Oak Bluffs, MA 

 

Objective Number 

 

Description 

Expected degree of 
compliance 

Reasons for non-
compliance 

1 ROS category 100% none 

2 solicit opinion 100% none 

3 inform public 100% none 

4 parking 100% none 

5 toilets 0% accessible toilets at 
Meetinghouse 

6 more-developed trails 100% none 

7 less-developed trails 100% none 

8 facilities 100% none 

9 chemicals 100% none 

10 site information 100% none 
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4. Universal Access 

 
The Land Bank's Universal Access Plan outlines universal access goals for the 

organization and considerations to be made for each property (Universal Access 

Committee, 1997). Featherstone Farm has been examined using the Recreation 

Opportunity Spectrum (ROS), a model designed by the U.S.D.A. Forest Service. Given 

the proximity of Featherstone Farm to the Island Senior Housing, Featherstone Farm is 

an especially fitting property to be among the first to be universally accessible. The table 

below lists features of Featherstone Farm ("primary elements" or "spaces"), their distance 

from the trailhead, and possible obstacles to making these features accessible. The 

locations of these features are indicated on the accompanying Universal Access Map. 

 

Proposed ROS Classification:  more-developed. 
 

Proposed Expectation of Accessibility: moderate. 
 

 
 

Table 10. Primary Elements and Spaces  

Featherstone Farm Oak Bluffs, MA 

 
Primary Element  

or Space 

Feet 
from 

Trailhead 

 
Conflicts for Linking to 

Trailhead 

 
Likely to 

Overcome? 

1. Sunset view 475 none yes 

2. View from Barnes Road 1050 slope, surface yes 

3. Interior views various surface yes 

4. View into southern woodlands 1075 surface yes 

5. Old Road to Oak Bluffs 525 slope, surface maybe 

6. Old Holmes Hole Road 1180 slope, surface maybe 

7. Chaise Road 920 surface yes 

8. Road to Farm Neck 1075 surface yes 

9. Sign station at trailhead 0 none yes 

10. Access to Meetinghouse 
facilities 

160 surface yes 

11. Access to elderly housing 1440 surface; property 
boundaries 

 
maybe 
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III.  Land Management Planning 

 
This final section of the management plan states goals for Featherstone Farm and outlines 
strategies for achieving them. This plan is designed to fit within the ecological and sociological 
constraints defined previously. The plan addresses five areas of planning concern: nature 
conservation, recreation and aesthetics, natural products, community interaction, and land 
administration. The order in which goals, objectives, and strategies are placed is not meant to 
imply any priority.  
 
A.  Nature Conservation 

 
Goal:  Provide long-term protection for plants, animals, and natural processes  

occurring at Featherstone Farm. 
 
Objective 1: Protect endangered species. 
Strategies: 

A. Continue to observe species on the property during regular property checks. 
B. If an endangered species is found, develop strategy to protect it. 

 
Objective 2: Discourage invasive plants including but not limited to oriental bittersweet  

(Celastrus orbiculatus), Japanese honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica), Russian olive 
(Eleagnusspp.), common speedwell (Veronica officinalis), hedge mustard 
(Sisymbrium officianale), and, in certain places, poison ivy (Toxicodendron 
radicans). 

Strategies: 
A. Gradually reduce populations of invasive plants by cutting or digging them out. 

 B. Explore other control methods. 
 
Objective 3: Allow pitch pine to naturally colonize patches of bare sand within the pitch pine  

stand. 
Strategies: 

A. Use split-rail fencing if necessary to prevent further disturbance of the bare sand 
areas. 

B. If colonization of sand patches by pitch pine is not significant after five years, 
consider adding topsoil and fertilizer and transplanting pitch pines.  

 
Objective 4: Favor promising trees in pitch pine stand. 
Strategies: 

A. Conduct a low thinning in dense stands of pitch pines; favor vigorous and remove  
weak.  

B. Favor trees with live crown ratio of 1/3 or greater (live crown ratio is the ratio of  
the length of stem with live branches to the entire height of the tree). 

C. Remove felled trees from stand; remove branches or create brush piles for  
wildlife. 

D. Allow at least three snags per acre to stand for wildlife habitat. 
 
Objective 5: Maintain pastures in grassy condition. 
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Strategies: 
 A. If pastures are not leased for agricultural use, mow during the growing season  

but not between mid-May and mid-July. 
B. Control woody plant succession by cutting or digging out encroaching woody  

vegetation. 
 
B.  Recreation and Aesthetics 
 
Goal:  Allow limited, low-impact recreational use of the area for hiking, horseback  

riding, non-motorized biking, and cross-country skiing provided these uses 
do not preclude attainment of nature conservation objectives. Maintain 
attractive views and landscapes. 

 
Objective 1: Maintain trailhead in conjunction with Meetinghouse of Martha’s Vineyard, Inc. 
Strategies: 
 A. Reserve five parking spaces for Land Bank visitors, including at least one  

universally accessible space. These parking spaces are on Meetinghouse 
property. 

B. On Land Bank property immediately adjacent to parking area, construct trailhead  
sign station to post maps, information, and rules.  

C. On Land Bank property in location shown on Site Management Map, provide  
bicycle racks to accommodate ten bicycles. 

D. Work with Meetinghouse to resolve potential parking conflicts during  
Meetinghouse events.  

 
Objective 2: Construct and maintain a recreational trail system. 
Strategies: 
 A. Maintain trail in location as approximately shown on the Site Management Map.  

Trail corridors will be six feet wide and eight to ten feet tall. Trail treads will be 
approximately sixteen inches wide and free of rocks and stones where practical. 
Install erosion control measures (e.g. waterbars and ditches) where needed. Mark 
trails with colored markers. 

B. Create trails in compliance with guidelines in Land Bank’s Universal Access Plan. 
C. Allow use of the trails by non-motorized bicycles and equestrians. Allow Land  

Bank staff discretion to create alternative trails for these uses or restrict these uses 
if significant erosion or conflicts develop. 

D. In compliance with the Universal Access Plan, install small, primitive wooden  
benches at appropriate intervals and in appropriate locations.  

 E. Consider items presented in Table 10 indicated on 
Universal Access Map to be “primary elements or spaces.” 

 F. Allow Land Bank staff the discretion to relocate trails. 
 G. Permit construction of a paved bicycle path along the Barnes Road frontage, if  

sensitively sited and if part of a larger community plan to create a bicycle path 
along this road.  

 H. Strive to protect aesthetic characteristics of existing ancient ways (e.g. road  
beds, cut banks). 

 
Objective 3: Maintain attractive views from several vantage points and maintain an attractive 

overall appearance of the property. 
Strategies: 
 A. Maintain views described in plan by trimming or cutting encroaching vegetation. 
 B.  Provide an aesthetic view into pitch pine stand by thinning of stand and pruning  

of selected vigorous trees up to a height of 12 feet. 
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 C. Repair wire fencing along Barnes Road. 
 D. Maintain Barnes Road frontage, driveway, trailhead, and trails in an attractive  

condition through periodic mowing and cutting of vegetation. 
 E. Plant vegetative screening along southwestern edge of Barnes Road pasture. 
 
C.  Natural Products 
 
Goal:  Encourage the agricultural use of Featherstone Farm; do not allow hunting. 
 
Objective 1: Lease the pastures for agricultural use. 
Strategies: 
 A. Seek lessee to use both pastures for horses, sheep, goats, or cattle. 
 B. Ensure compliance with Soil and Water Conservation plan (Appendix F). 
 C. Monitor condition of pasture grasses to ensure pasture is not overgrazed. 
 D. Reduce grazing intensity or rotate pastures if necessary. 
 E. If proper pasture grasses for the type and number of animals proposed to be  

pastured is present in insufficient amounts, sow the necessary amount and type of 
grass seed. 

F. If leased for pasture, install fencing to enclose animals and exclose visitors. Use  
split-rail or wire fencing along Barnes Road and wire fencing elsewhere. Also install 
fencing if necessary to prevent erosion or damage to plants.  

 G. If fencing is installed, install gates of sufficient width to allow tractors and  
equipment to enter the pasture.  

 H. Entertain other agricultural proposals (e.g. hay, Christmas tree culture, organic  
gardening) for the pastures if no suitable pasture arrangement can be made. 

 I. Allow lessee to convert some woodlands to pasture or field. Conversion must be  
approved by the Land Bank Commission and may require permission of the 
Martha’s Vineyard Commission. 

 
Objective 2:  Do not allow hunting on the property. 
Strategies: 
 A. Post the property as a no-hunting property. 
 B. Identify the property on the Land Bank map as one that does not allow hunting. 
 C. Check property during hunting season for violators. 
 

D.  Community Interaction 
 
Goal:  Provide helpful and interesting information about the property for visitors. 
 
Objective 1: Help people find the property and avoid trespassing. 
Strategies: 
 A. Include the property on Lank Bank map as a universally accessible property;  

provide directions. 
 B. Maintain Land Bank logo marker on Barnes Road. 
 C. Limit trespassing by marking boundaries as trails reach them. 
 D. Limit trespassing by providing hand-held trail maps at sign station. 
 E. Post map of property and trails on sign station.  
 
Objective 2: Provide useful and interesting information about the property and its  

surroundings. 
Strategies: 
 A. Install a sign station at the trailhead for posting information about animals, plants,  

and natural processes occurring on the property. 
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 B. Install directional signs identifying ancient ways at the northeastern corner of  
property. 

 C. Maintain copies of plan at Land Bank office, Oak Bluffs Library, Oak Bluffs  
School, Martha’s Vineyard Regional High School, and Oak Bluffs Conservation 
Commission. 

 
E.  Land Administration 
 
Goal:  Oversee and police the land on a regular basis; improve condition of  

property; work to create neighborhood links.  
 
Objective 1: Limit use by maintaining set hours of use. 
Strategies: 
 A. Open property every day of year from one half-hour before sunrise to one half- 

hour after sunset. 
 B. Allow nighttime use only with special permission from Land Bank staff. 
 
Objective 2: Improve the condition of the property. 
Strategies: 
 A. Repair or remove wire fencing. Remove metal stakes, rotting lumber, etc. 
 B. Fill in trenches at eastern end of property. 
 C. Remove or spread piles of topsoil at eastern end of property. 
 
Objective 3: Keep well-maintained boundaries and monitor for encroachment.  
Strategies: 
 A. Locate corners and walk boundaries annually. 
 B.  Keep photographic record of corners. 
 
Objective 4: Keep good records of all land management activities and natural events. 
Strategies: 
 A. Complete a Land Bank event record for all significant events, natural or  

anthropogenic.  
 B. Continue to update plant and animal inventories. 
 C. Maintain photographic record of landscape appearance. 
 
Objective 5: Employ adequate staff to effectively implement land management goals. 
Strategies: 
 A. Inspect property at least monthly. 
 
Objective 6: Develop good working relationship with neighbors. 
Strategies: 
 A. Work with Meetinghouse, Island Elderly Housing, Martha’s Vineyard Regional  

High School, and other neighbors to establish trail links to Featherstone Farm. 
 B. Consider neighborhood requests for signs, fencing, screening, etc., to prevent  

trespass. 
 C. If necessary, plant screening to prevent trespassing in private cemetery near  

Barnes Road pasture. 
 
Objective 7: Do not permit commercial use of the property. 
Strategies: 
 A. Define commercial use as “an activity conducted by any private enterprise for the  

purpose of profit, gain, or the promotion of that enterprise.” 
 B. Require those seeking to use Featherstone Farm for activities not otherwise  
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permitted by this management plan to seek permission of the Land Bank 
Commission.
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Appendix A:  Deeds and Easements 
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Appendix B: Taxonomic List of Vascular Plants for Featherstone Farm Preserve 

 Scientific name Common name 

 Division Bryophyta (Mosses and Liverworts) 

 Leucobryaceae 

1 Leucobryum glaucum pincushion moss 

 Polytrichaceae 

2 Polytrichum cf. juniperinum haircap moss 

 Division Polypodiophyta (Ferns) 

 Dennstaedtiaceae (Bracken Family) 

3 Pteridium aquilinum bracken fern 

 Division Pinophyta (Gymnosperms) 

 Cupressaceae (Cypress Family) 

4 Juniperus virginiana eastern red cedar 

 Pinaceae (Pine Family) 

5 Picea abies norway spruce 

6 Pinus rigida pitch pine 

7 Pinus strobus white pine 

8 Pinus sylvestris scots pine 

 Division Magnoliophyta (Flowering Plants) 

 Aceraceae (Maple Family) 

9 Acer rubrum red maple 

 Anacardaceae (Cashew Family) 

10 Rhus copallinum shining sumac 

11 Toxicodendron radicans poison ivy 

 Apiaceae (Carrot Family) 

12 Daucus carota Queen Anne’s lace 

 Araliaceae (Ginseng Family) 

13 Aralia nudicaulis wild sarsaparilla 

 Asclepiadaceae (Milkweed Family) 

14 Asclepias exaltata poke milkweed 

15 Asclepias tuberosa butterflyweed 

 Asteraceae (Aster Family) 

16 Achillea millefolium yarrow 

17 Aster divaricatus white wood aster 

18 Aster paternus toothed white-topped aster 

19 Aster racemosus small white aster 

20 Aster undulatus wavy-leaved aster 

21 Chrysanthemum leucanthemum oxeye daisy 
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22 Chrysopsis falcata sickle-leaved golden star 

23 Cichorium intybus chicory 

24 Cirsium vulgare bull thistle 

25 Coreopsis lanceolata lance-leaved coreopsis 

26 Erigeron strigosus var. strigosus lesser daisy fleabane 

27 Euthamia tenuifolia slender-leaved goldenrod 

28 Hieracium caespitosum field hawkweed 

29 Hieracium paniculatum panicled hawkweed 

30 Hieracium venosum rattlesnake weed 

31 Hypochoeris radicata cat’s ear 

32 Lactuca canadensis wild lettuce 

33 Prenanthes trifoliata tall rattlesnake root 

34 Solidago canadensis var. scabra tall goldenrod 

35 Solidago odora sweet goldenrod 

36 Solidago puberula downy goldenrod 

37 Solidago rugosa rough-stemmed goldenrod 

38 Taraxacum officinale dandelion 

39 Tragopogon pratensis yellow goatsbeard 

 Berberidaceae (Barberry Family) 

40 Berberis thunbergii japanese barberry 

 Brassicaceae (Mustard Family) 

41 Barbarea vulgaris var. vulgaris yellow rocket 

42 Sisymbrium officinale hedge-mustard 

 Caprifoliaceae (Honeysuckle Family) 

43 Lonicera japonica japanese honeysuckle 

44 Viburnum recognitum northern arrowwood 

 Caryophyllaceae (Pink Family) 

45 Cerastium vulgatum mouse-ear chickweed 

46 Dianthus armeria deptford pink 

47 Silene cucubalus bladder campion 

48 Silene latifolia white campion 

49 Stellaria graminea lesser stitchwort 

50 Stellaria media common chickweed 

 Celastraceae (Staff-tree Family) 

51 Celastrus orbiculatus asiatic bittersweet 

 Chenopodiaceae (Goosefoot Family) 

52 Atriplex patula orach 

 Cistaceae (Rockrose Family) 

53 Helianthemum canadense frostweed 

54 Hudsonia ericoides golden heather 

55 Lechea maritima beach pinweed 

 Clusiacaea (Mangosteen Family) 

56 Hypericum perforatum common St. Johnswort 

 Cyperaceae (Sedge Family) 
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57 Carex pensylvanica pennsylvania sedge 

58 Carex swanii swan’s sedge 

59 Cyperus filiculmis sand flatsedge 

 Elaeagnaceae (Oleaster Family) 

60 Elaeagnus umbellata autumn olive 

 Ericaceae (Heath Family) 

61 Epigaea repens trailing arbutus 

62 Gaultheria procumbens wintergreen 

63 Gaylussacia baccata black huckleberry 

64 Gaylussacia frondosa dangleberry 

65 Kalmia angustifolia sheep laurel 

66 Vaccinium angustifolium lowbush blueberry 

67 Vaccinium corymbosum highbush blueberry 

68 Vaccinium pallidum lowbush blueberry 

 Fabaceae (Pea Family) 

69 Baptisia tinctoria yellow wild indigo 

70 Lespedeza capitata round-headed bush clover 

71 Lotus corniculatus birdsfoot trefoil 

72 Trifolium arvense rabbit-foot clover 

73 Trifolium dubium least hop clover 

74 Trifolium pratense red clover 

75 Vicia angustifolia narrow-leaved vetch 

76 Vicia sativa spring vetch 

 Fagaceae (Beech Family) 

77 Fagus grandifolia american beech 

78 Quercus alba white oak 

79 Quercus ilicifolia scrub oak 

80 Quercus stellata post oak 

81 Quercus velutina black oak 

 Juncaceae (Rush Family) 

82 Juncus tenuis path rush 

83 Luzula multiflora common woodrush 

 Lamiaceae (Mint Family) 

84 Melissa officinalis lemon-balm 

 Lauraceae (Laurel Family) 

85 Sassafras albidum sassafras 

 Liliaceae (Lily Family) 

86 Hypoxis hirsuta yellow stargrass 

 Monotropaceae (Indian Pipe Family) 

87 Monotropa hypopithys pinesap 

88 Monotropa uniflora indian pipe 

 Myricaceae (Bayberry Family) 

89 Comptonia peregrina sweetfern 

90 Myrica pensylvanica bayberry 

 Onagraceae (Evening-primrose Family) 
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91 Oenothera species common evening-primrose 

 Orchidaceae (Orchid Family) 

92 Cypripedium acaule lady’s slipper 

 Orobanchaceae (Broom-rape Family) 

93 Epifagus virginiana beechdrops 

 Oxalidaceae (Wood-sorrel Family) 

94 Oxalis stricta common yellow wood sorrel 

 Phytolaccaceae (Pokeweed Family) 

95 Phytolacca americana  pokeweed 

 Plantaginaceae (Plaintain Family) 

96 Plantago lanceolata english plantain 

 Poaceae (Grass Family) 

97 Agropyron repens quackgrass 

98 Agrostis gigantea redtop 

99 Andropogon virginicus var. virginicus broomsedge 

100 Anthoxanthum odoratum sweet vernal grass 

101 Aristida dichotoma three awn 

102 Dactylis glomerata orchard grass 

103 Danthonia spicata poverty grass 

104 Deschampsia flexuosa hairgrass 

105 Digitaria filiformis slender crabgrass 

106 Digitaria ischaemum smooth crabgrass 

107 Eragrostis spectabilis purple love grass 

108 Festuca ovina sheep fescue 

109 Festuca rubra red fescus 

110 Holcus lanatus velvet grass 

111 Panicum species a panic grass 

112 Paspalum setaceum beadgrass 

113 Phleum pratense timothy 

114 Schizachyrium scoparium little bluestem 

 Polygonaceae (Smartweed Family) 

115 Polygonum convolvulus black bindweed 

116 Polygonum persicaria lady’s thumb 

117 Rumex acetosella field sorrel 

118 Rumex crispus curled dock 

 Primulaceae (Primrose Family) 

119 Lysimachia quadrifolia whorled loosestrife 

 Pyrolaceae (Shinleaf Family) 

120 Chimaphila maculata striped wintergreen 

 Ranunculaceae (Buttercup Family) 

121 Ranunculus bulbosa bulbous buttercup 

 Rosaceae (Rose Family) 

122 Amelanchier species a shadbush 

123 Aronia melanocarpa black chokeberry 

124 Crataegus crus-galli cockspur hawthorn 
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125 Fragaria virginiana wild strawberry 

126 Potentilla argentea silvery cinquefoil 

127 Potentilla canadensis dwarf cinquefoil 

128 Potentilla recta rough-fruited cinquefoil 

129 Potentilla simplex common cinquefoil 

130 Prunus serotina black cherry 

131 Pyrus malus domestic apple 

132 Rosa carolina pasture rose 

133 Rosa multiflora multiflora rose 

134 Rosa virginiana virginia rose 

135 Rubus allegheniensis common blackberry 

136 Rubus flagellaris prickly dewberry 

137 Rubus hispidus bristly dewberry 

 Rubiaceae (Madder Family) 

138 Galium mollugo wild madder 

 Scrophulariaceae (Figwort Family) 

139 Melampyrum lineare cow-wheat 

140 Veronica arvensis corn speedwell 

141 Veronica officinalis common speedwell 

 Smilacaceae (Catbrier Family) 

142 Smilax rotundifolia common greenbrier 

 Solanaceae (Nightshade Family) 

143 Solanum dulcamara bittersweet nightshade 

 Violaceae (Violet Family) 

144 Viola sagittata arrowleaf violet 

 Vitaceae (Grape Family) 

145 Vitis labrusca fox grape 
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Appendix C: Invertebrates at Featherstone Farm Preserve, Oak Bluffs, MA 

 

1.  White & Black Oak Woodlands 

scientific name                 common name April May June July Aug Sept Oct 

Order Homoptera = cicadas, aphids 
F. Cicadidae                     a cicada 
 
Order Coleoptera = beetles 
F. Lampyridae                  lightning bug 
Cicindela sexguttata        six-spotted green tiger beetle 
 
Order Lepidoptera = butterflies & moths 
Celastrina ladon               spring azure 
Erynnis juvenalis              juvenile’s duskywing 
Cercyonis pegala             common wood nymph 
 
Order Diptera = flies 
Chrysops species             deer flies 
 
Arachnida = mites, ticks & spiders 
?Dermacentor species     dog tick 
F. Lycosidae                     wolf spider 
Pisaurina mira                  nursery web spider 
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2.  Pitch Pine Woodland 

scientific name                 common name April May June July Aug Sept Oct 

Order Lepidoptera = butterflies & moths 
Nymphalis antiopa           mourning cloak 
Celastrina ladon               spring azure 
 
Order Diptera = flies 
Chrysops species            deer flies 
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3.  Pastureland 

scientific name                 common name April May June July Aug Sept Oct 

Order Odonata = damselflies & dragonflies 
Anax junius                      common green darner 
 
Order Orthoptera = grasshoppers & crickets 
Gryllus pennsylvanicus    field cricket 
Schistocerca alutacea      bird grasshopper 
 
Order Coleoptera = beetles 
F. Coccinellidae                ladybug beetle 
 
Order Lepidoptera = butterflies & moths 
Celastrina ladon              spring azure 
Pieris rapae                     cabbage white 
Vanessa virginiensis       american lady 
Lycaena phlaeas             american copper 
Cercyonis pegala            common wood nymph 
Danaus plexippus           monarch 
Phyciodes tharos            pearl crescent 
Colias eurytheme            orange sulphur 
Euphydryas phaeton       baltimore 
SuperF. Hesperioidea     a skipper (brown) 
 
Order Hymenoptera = ants, wasps & bees 
Ammophila species        thread-waist wasps 
Chlorion aerarium           steel-blue cricket hunter 
Bombus species             bumblebees 
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Appendix D: Checklist of Avian Fauna at Featherstone Farm Preserve, Oak Bluffs, MA 

Family Laridae (gulls and terns) 

herring gull Larus argentatus 
 

Family Accipitridae (hawks and eagles) 
red-tailed hawk Buteo jamaicensis 

osprey Pandion haliaetus 
 

Family Columbidae (pigeons and doves) 
mourning dove Zenaida macroura 

 
Family Tyrannidae (flycatchers) 
great crested flycatcher Myiarchus crinitus 
eastern wood-pewee Contopus virens 

 
Family Picidae (woodpeckers) 

red-bellied woodpecker Melanerpes carolinus 

northern flicker Colaptes auratus 

Foraging Guild * 

s/w: carnivore, coastal scavenger 
 
 
s/w: carnivore, ground pouncer 

s: piscivore, water foot-plunger 

 

 
s/ w: granivore, ground gleaner 
 

 
s: insectivore, air sallier  

s: insectivore, air sallier 

 

 
s/w: insectivore, bark gleaner  

s: insectivore, ground gleaner  

w: omnivore, ground gleaner 

downy woodpecker 

hairy woodpecker 

Picoides pubescens 
Picoides villosus 

s/w: insectivore, bark gleaner  
s/w: insectivore, bark gleaner

Family Hirundinidae (swallows) 
tree swallow Tachycineta bicolor 
barn swallow Hirundo rustica 

 
s: insectivore, air screener  
s: insectivore, air screener

Family Corvidae (jays and crows) 
blue jay Cyanocitta cristata 
american crow Corvus brachyrhynchos 

 
Family Paridae (titmice and chickadees) 
black-capped chickadee Parus atricapillus 

 
 

Family Sittidae (nuthatches) 

white-breasted nuthatch Sitta carolinensis 

 
s/w: omnivore, ground gleaner 

s/w: omnivore, ground gleaner 

 
 

s: insectivore, lower canopy gleaner  

w: omnivore, lower canopy gleaner 

 
 
s/w: insectivore, bark gleaner
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Family Troglodytidae (wrens) 

white-breasted nuthatch Thryothorus ludovicianus s/w: insectivore, lower canopy 

gleaner 

  
Family Muscicapidae (thrushes) 
eastern bluebird  Sialia sialis s/w: omnivore, ground gleaner 
american robin  Turdus migratorius s/w: omnivore, ground gleaner 
 
Family Vireonidae (vireos) 
red-eyed vireo Vireo olivaceus s: insectivore, upper canopy 

gleaner 
 

Family Emberizidae (warblers and sparrows) 
prairie warbler  Dendroica discolor s: insectivore, lower canopy 
gleaner 
pine warbler  Dendroica pinus s: insectivore, bark gleaner 
ovenbird  Seiurus aurocapillus s: insectivore, ground gleaner 
common yellowthroat  Geothlypis trichas s: insectivore, lower canopy 
gleaner 
northern cardinal  Cardinalis cardinalis s: insectivore, lower canopy 
gleaner 
  w: granivore, ground gleaner 
rufous-sided towhee Pipilo erythrophthalmus s: omnivore, ground gleaner 

 song sparrow Melospiza melodia s: omnivore, ground gleaner  
  w: granivore, ground gleaner 
 chipping sparrow Spizella passerine s: omnivore, ground gleaner 
 dark-eyed junco Junco hyemalis w: granivore, ground gleaner 
 red-winged blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus s: omnivore, ground gleaner 
 brown-headed cowbird Molothrus ater s: omnivore, ground gleaner 
 w: granivore, ground gleaner 
 common grackle Quiscalus quiscula s: omnivore, ground gleaner 
 northern oriole Icterus galbula s: omnivore, upper canopy gleaner 
 
 Family Passeridae (weavers)  
 house sparrow  Passer domesticus w/s: granivore, ground gleaner 
  
 Fringillidae (finches) 
 american goldfinch  Carduelis tristis s: omnivore, ground gleaner 
  w: granivore, ground gleaner 
 house finch Carpodacus mexicanus s: omnivore, ground gleaner 
  w: granivore, ground gleaner 
 
  * Sources: DeGraaf & Rudis (1987) and Ehrlich, Dobkin & Wheye (1988). 

** s = foraging guild during summer (breeding season), w = foraging guild during winter  
(or nonbreeding seasons). 
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Appendix E: Oak Bluffs Town Advisory Board Meeting Minutes of November 19, 1998 
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Appendix F: Soil and Water Conservation Plan 
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Appendix G: Soils 
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Appendix H: Martha’s Vineyard Commission Decision 
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